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Alliance to Congress: No “Commissions” as Social Security Anniversary Approaches

On Monday, the Alliance wrote every member of the U.S. House and Senate urging them to
oppose three bills that create special commissions to propose changes to Social Security and/or
Medicare: the PROMISE Act (S. 4979), the Fiscal Commission Act (H.R. 3289/S. 4012), and the

Bipartisan Social Security Commission Act (H.R. 9187).

“The Alliance opposes legislation to create commissions or advisory bodies to develop policy
options for Social Security or Medicare. Fiscal commissions, by design, establish processes that
bypass congressional jurisdiction and oversight, shielding lawmakers who vote for them from
accountability and denying constituents the opportunity to provide testimony and information to
their elected member of Congress,” said the letter. “Congress should consider all legislation openly
and transparently and not delegate deliberations to unelected commissions that shield lawmakers
from accountability and the public from transparency.” On Wednesday, Senator Ron Wyden (OR)
entered the letter into the record during a Senate Finance Committee hearing on Social Security.

“These bills do nothing to strengthen or save Social Security and Medicare, they are about
providing political cover to members of Congress who vote to cut benefits,” said Robert Roach,
Jr., President of the Alliance for Retired Americans. “There’s no need for commissions. There are
many strong, fiscally responsible bills before Congress that will strengthen Social Security without
slashing benefits for retirees or working people.”

The PROMISE Act, introduced by Sen. Dick Durbin (IL) and cosponsored by Sens. Bill Cassidy
(LA), Tim Kaine (VA), Thom Tillis (NC), Angus King (ME), John Cornyn (TX), Chris Coons
(DE), and Alan Armstrong (OK), tasks the Social Security Advisory Board — an unelected body —
with drafting legislation to extend Social Security solvency by 50 years. Proposed legislation would
be fast-tracked through Congress with no hearings or other opportunities for public input.

The Bipartisan Social Security Commission Act, introduced by Rep. Tom Cole (OK) and
cosponsored by Reps. Tom Suozzi (NY), Don Bacon (NE), Derek Tran (CA), Don Davis (NC),
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and Adrian Smith (NE), creates a 13-member panel to develop legislative language behind closed
doors that will be expedited for votes in Congress, also without public input.

The Fiscal Commission Act was introduced by Rep. Bill Huizenga (Ml) and Sen. John Curtis (UT)
and cosponsored by 42 representatives, including 28 original cosponsors: Reps. Scott Peters
(CA), William Timmons (SC), Ed Case (HI), Cory Mills (FL), Herbert Conaway (NJ), Jack
Bergman (Ml), Henry Cuellar (TX), Blake Moore (UT), Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (WA), Adrian
Smith (NE), Jared Golden (ME), Brian Fitzpatrick (PA), Adam Gray (CA), Dusty Johnson (SD),
Greg Landsman (OH), Glenn Grothman (WI), Jared Moskowitz (FL), David Schweikert (AZ),
Mike Quigley (IL), John Moolenaar (M), Hillary Scholten (MI), David Rouzer (NC), Brad
Schneider (IL), Erin Houchin (IN), Tom Suozzi (NY), David Valadao (CA), Jimmy Panetta (CA),
and Andy Barr (KY). The bill establishes a 16-member commission empowered to make sweeping
changes that can directly target the Social Security and Medicare Trust Funds. The bill also
requires the commission to deliver its findings to Congress following the 2026 midterm elections,
where each chamber would only be able to conduct a simple up-or-down vote on the
recommendations with no option for amendments.

ACTION NEEDED: Tell Your Members of Congress to Vote NO on Any “Fiscal Commission”
Legislation

If Congress fails to act, the Social Security Trust Fund will only be able to pay about 78 percent of
scheduled benefits, starting in 2032. This would result in a 22 percent benefit cut for beneficiaries,
a nearly $500 a month cut for the average retiree.

But instead of focusing on solutions that strengthen and increase benefits, some lawmakers want
to create unaccountable fiscal commissions to draft legislation to cut our benefits behind closed

doors and fast-track them through Congress.

We cannot let that happen.

Click here to tell your members to vote NO on any legislation that creates “fiscal
commissions” to target Social Security or Medicare.

Senate Finance Committee Holds Hearing to Examine Solutions for Looming Social Security
Insolvency

Members of the Senate Finance Committee explored options for addressing Social Security’s
impending financial shortfall during a hearing on Wednesday. The hearing included testimony from
four outside witnesses as well as presentations on various policy proposals from committee
members themselves. Democratic lawmakers emphasized the need for reforms that expand
revenue and ensure that Social Security reflects the current economic reality for retirees, while
Republicans focused on creating a commission to examine and fast-track solutions.
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“Democrats on this committee have put forward their
ideas. Through our plans, Social Security can be
secured indefinitely, into the future, without a single
dime of cuts to occur for a future retiree. That means no
raising the retirement age, no cost of living cuts, and no
means testing benefits,” said Ranking Member Ron
Wyden (OR) in his opening statement. “Instead of
having a public debate, the commission that's being
discussed would smuggle in benefit cut plans with
minimal public scrutiny or debate. | reject that approach.”

AARP Executive Vice President and Chief Advocacy and Engagement Officer Nancy LeaMond
made it clear that her organization’s members oppose benefit cuts and that any solutions for
shoring up Social Security’s finances should be considered by Congress under the usual legislative
process — not by an unelected commission. National Academy of Social Insurance Chief Executive
Officer Rebecca Vallas stressed that across the political spectrum, Americans are united in their
support for increasing Social Security’s revenue and broadly oppose slashing benéefits.

Making the wealthiest Americans pay their fair share by lifting the cap on income subject to payroll
taxes was the most popular reform raised during the hearing. Several members specifically
mentioned it in their own remarks and/or questions for witnesses, including Sens. Ron Wyden
(OR), Sheldon Whitehouse (RI), Maggie Hassan (NH), Elizabeth Warren (MA), and Bernie
Sanders (VT).

“Right now, the Social Security payroll tax is
capped at $184,500 in income. That means if
you're a nurse or you're a construction worker,
you're paying Social Security on a hundred percent
of your income. But if you're a corporate lawyer
raking in millions you're only paying Social Security
on a tiny little fraction of your income,” said Sen.
Elizabeth Warren (MA). “That is not right, that is
why Senator Moreno and | have called for
Congress to scrap the cap on payroll taxes. That
one reform alone would impact about 6 percent of
all households, the highest earning Americans, and
would protect Social Security benefits for at least two decades.”

“It's clear that Americans know what they want to do to shore up Social Security’s finances: make
the wealthy pay their fair share into the system. What’s not clear is why Congress is still debating
this issue when there is such a clear consensus from the public,” said Richard Fiesta, Executive
Director of the Alliance. “It's time to pass legislation that will finally ‘scrap the cap’ for Social
Security.”



Senate Republicans Push for Crypto Bill that Would Expose Pensions to Extreme Losses

Republican leaders tried to ram the Digital Market Structure Clarity Act, also known as the
CLARITY Act (H.R. 3633), through the U.S. Senate this week before members left for the August
recess.

The bill, introduced by Rep. French Hill (AR), would enable cryptocurrency issuers and platforms
to opt out of securities regulations, weakening the Securities and Exchange Commission’s (SEC)
ability to regulate crypto assets. It would also allow cryptocurrency corporations to test new artificial
intelligence (Al) products with little oversight, and diminishes investors’ ability to enforce securities
laws in the courts as well as the ability of state officials to protect residents from crypto fraud.

Undermining regulation for volatile crypto assets will unnecessarily expose retirement funds and
the economy to extreme risk, increasing the chances of a major financial crisis. In February, eleven
state pension funds reported losses of over $330 million, due to a drop in the value of their
Bitcoin-linked stocks. Retirement savers would experience even more devastating losses under the
CLARITY Act.

The Alliance signed onto a letter drafted by the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) opposing the bill.

“The CLARITY Act gives the false impression that crypto is a sound investment. Congress should
not greenlight risky investment strategies or allow crypto companies to gamble with our retirement
and pension funds,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance. “Lawmakers
must stand with workers and retirees and vote NO when this comes to the floor.”

KFF Health News: People With Disabilities Fear Service Cuts as Trump’s DOJ Questions
Legal Protections
By Stephanie Armour

Amanda DeSimone-Shabrack relies on a home healthcare aide to help her high-needs autistic
12-year-old son. Virginia’s Medicaid program covers the assistance, enabling her to work as both
an education technology specialist and a professor, run errands, and keep Mason in the home.

That could change. In June, the Department of Justice issued a legal opinion saying federal
disability rights laws don’t require states to provide services that allow people with disabilities to
remain in their homes rather than institutions.

It's a sharp reversal from 1999, when a landmark Supreme Court ruling held that unjustified
institutionalization constituted discrimination under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Previous
administrations have relied on that ruling to enforce civil rights for disabled people, but the Trump
administration says that long-held interpretation is wrong.
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Advocacy groups say legal protections for about 40 million adults and 5 million children who have

disabilities could be undermined, and they worry that the new interpretation may herald a return to
forced institutionalization.

Read more here.

The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national grassroots advocacy organization with 4.4 million members fighting
for retirement security for all Americans. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees
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