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House Reps Introduce “Fiscal Commission” Social Security Legislation

Reps. Tom Cole (R-OK) and Tom Suozzi (D-NY) introduced the Bipartisan Social Security
Commission Act (H.R. 9187) in the House of Representatives last month. The legislation would
create a 13-member commission modeled after the 1983 “National Commission on Social Security
Reform” and be tasked with “restoring long-term solvency.” The bill has three cosponsors so far.

The legislation was introduced following the release of the latest Social Security Trustees Report
that said current and future beneficiaries will lose roughly $500 a month in Social Security benefits
in 2033 without Congressional action.

The commission would consist of eight members of the House and Senate from both parties, four
individuals appointed by Congressional leaders — two of whom must be “outside experts,” and a
member appointed by President Donald Trump. Commission members would be required to
present their findings within a year of the group’s first meeting, and Congress would also have to
fast-track any legislation based on their recommendations.

“Closing the Social Security Trust Fund shortfall is important, but a closed-door commission is the
wrong way to go about it,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the Alliance. “Americans work their
entire lives to earn their Social Security benefits, and the public has the right to watch and
participate in any discussion about the program’s future.”

ACTION NEEDED: Tell Congress to save Social Security by making billionaires and
millionaires pay their fair share.
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Dementia Cost Americans More than $800 Billion this
Year

According to a new study from the Alzheimer’s Association,
Quality-of-life loss

an estimated 5.6 million Americans live with Alzheimer’s
Disease, including 5.1 million seniors. The large number oo
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of patients living with dementia has also led to rising costs: In 2026 alone, the American people
and the United States government spent a total of $818 billion on dementia related expenses.

The report also focused on the dementia caregiving crisis. 5.2 million Americans are unpaid
caregivers for loved ones with dementia, and Medicaid and Medicare only cover about 70 percent
of medical and long-term costs, such as nursing homes and doctor visits.

‘Dementia is a devastating disease, and patients and their caregivers need more support,” said
Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance. “As our country ages, we need to invest more in
research and treatments, take action to address all the different factors that lead to rising care
costs, and make sure that patients and their families have the help they need to live in dignity.”

Gallup: One in 10 Americans Were Touched by a Scam in 2025

Polling firm Gallup’s latest United States of Scams

Incidence of Scam Victimization for Individuals and Their

Household Members in 2025 report found that six percent of adults were directly
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People in lower-income households and people
without college degrees were more likely to have

aaue  €Xperienced a scam. Additionally, Black and
Hispanic adults were more likely to be affected than
white adults.

Stop Scams Alliance/Gallup, Jan. 8-Feb. 18, 2026

“These reports confirm what we’ve already known to be true: scams are on the rise, and seniors
are disproportionately the target,” said Joseph Peters Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance. “We
will continue to educate seniors on this issue and work to hold corporations and other bad actors
that allow scams to proliferate on their platforms accountable.”

KFF Health News: Thousands of Medicare Beneficiaries Thought Their Drug Plan Was Free.
Then They Lost It.
By Susan Jaffe

Jude Pare and his partner, Diane Tix, live in rural Minnesota until temperatures dip below freezing,
when they take refuge in Arizona for the winter. While away, their mail is forwarded. But Pare, 77,
said he didn’t receive any warning from his Medicare prescription drug plan that his $0 monthly
premium was about to increase.

So he didn’t know he had a bill to pay. After he and Tix returned home to Minnesota in April, they
got a letter from Wellcare, the insurer that provided his drug plan, saying his coverage had been
terminated after three months of unpaid premiums totaling $28.80. Under Medicare’s rules, he
can’t enroll in a plan again until the fall, for coverage beginning in 2027.
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Pare takes Xarelto, a blood thinner that reduces his risk of strokes, blood clots, and pulmonary
embolism. “He could bleed to death without it,” Tix said. A 90-day supply of the drug costs about
$1,800 using a coupon from GoodRx, a discount drug website, she said.

Pare is among tens of thousands of Medicare beneficiaries who were on Wellcare’s Value Script
drug plan who will likely go without prescription drug coverage for the rest of the year because they

didn’t pay premiums for three months.

Read more here.
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