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Battle Over Voting by Mail Intensifies in Courts and Washington; 
 
USPS Postmaster General Pledges Not to Deliver Ballots in States that Do Not Turn Over 
Private Voter Data to the Department of Justice 
 
A federal appeals court in Michigan upheld a lower court’s ruling rejecting the Administration’s 
attempt to force state officials to share sensitive voter data with the federal government, a key 
component of President Trump’s mail-in voting executive order signed in March. The Michigan 
Alliance joined the League of Women Voters to intervene in the case last year.  
 
District court judges in Massachusetts and California also blocked parts of President Donald 
Trump’s mail-in voting executive order. The order – signed by President Trump in March – requires 
the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) to compile lists of eligible voters in each state and only send 
mail-in ballots to individuals on that list. The order is now blocked in 23 states and the District of 
Columbia, but the status of mail-in voting is still uncertain, as the Administration is expected to file 
motions appealing each of these decisions. 
 
Despite the legal uncertainty, the Postal Service released its proposed national standards for 
absentee and mail-in ballots as called for in the Trump executive order (read the Alliance’s letter 
opposing these regulations). The proposed regulations were a flash point in a tense Senate 
hearing on Wednesday, as Postmaster General David Steiner confirmed that USPS would refuse 
to deliver mail ballots in states that don’t hand over their voter lists to the federal government.  
 
During the hearing, Senator Gary Peters (MI) of Michigan revealed that the USPS Board of 
Governors opposes Steiner’s plan.   
 
“All eligible voters should be able to cast their ballots in whatever manner they need to without 
facing unnecessary hurdles, being purged from voter rolls, or worrying about whether personal, 
private data will be shared with the federal government,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the 
Alliance. “The Alliance strongly opposes these voter suppression efforts and will continue to fight 
against them.” 
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Senators Begin Bipartisan Push to “Scrap the Cap” for Social Security 
 
On Tuesday, Republican Senator Bernie Moreno (OH) and Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren 
(MA) published a joint op-ed calling for Congress to eliminate the Social Security payroll tax cap for 
high earners. Currently, the wealthiest Americans stop paying into Social Security after making 
their first $184,500, while everyone else continues to pay into the system all year. 

The senators said it is a matter of 
fairness, writing “why should a 
middle-class nurse pay a larger 
share of her paycheck than a 
wealthy corporate lawyer? This is 
doubly unfair in an economy in 
which top earners’ wages, over 
time, have pulled far ahead of 
those of the average worker.” 

Alliance Executive Director 
Richard Fiesta released a video 
reacting to the news: “If two 
senators of different parties can 

now say it’s time to scrap the cap, we can tell all our senators: ‘Let’s do it.’” 

Democratic members also brought up lifting the income cap as a potential solution for addressing 
Social Security’s impending financial shortfall during a Senate Finance Committee hearing this 
week. Earlier this month, the Social Security Trustees Report determined that the Social Security 
Trust Fund will only be able to pay out full benefits until 2032. If Congress does not make any 
changes, the Trust Fund would be able to cover 78 percent of scheduled benefits after 2032, 
resulting in an average benefit cut of $500 per month. 

Click here to tell your members of Congress to make the wealthy pay their fair share into 
Social Security. 
 
KFF Health News: Medicare’s AI Push Snarls Patients and Doctors in Errors and Delays 
By Darius Tahir 
 
Bill Curry, 65, raises cattle on the same land in rural Oklahoma once owned by his father and 
generations before him. Each quarter, for several years, he has made the 2½-hour drive to 
Oklahoma City for an epidural in his spine to treat his back pain. 
 
But this year, because of a new Medicare program, Curry has traveled a little more often. 
 
In February, during one trip, he was told unexpectedly that he needed preapproval for the 
procedure. Then he went again a month or so later to get the injection, for a total of 10 hours on 
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the road. His clinic wanted him to come in a third time, which they had never asked of him before. 
That appointment was “just to fill out a piece of paper to tell them how you feel again,” Curry said, 
so he hasn’t gone. 
 
In January, Oklahoma became one of six states to begin a pilot program testing the use of 
preapprovals in traditional Medicare, the federal health insurance program for people 65 and older 
or with disabilities. Medicare had previously eschewed the practice — also known as prior 
authorization — which requires patients or someone on their medical team to seek insurance 
approval before proceeding with certain procedures, tests, and prescriptions. 
 
Epidurals like Curry’s are among 13 medical services subject to the new program because the 
Trump administration says they’re prone to fraud or misuse. Powered by artificial intelligence, the 
program — called the Wasteful and Inappropriate Service Reduction Model, or WISeR — is 
intended to save the federal government money and protect patients from potentially unsafe or 
unneeded care. 
 
Yet early reviews from Oklahoma and the other pilot states — Arizona, New Jersey, Ohio, Texas, 
and Washington — suggest WISeR’s rollout has not been smooth. Patients, doctors, and other 
healthcare professionals who spoke with KFF Health News say the effort has created confusion, 
errors, long wait times, and stress. Some described the rollout as “horrendous” and say people 
enrolled in Medicare in the pilot states are now getting ensnared in the same red tape as those with 
private insurance. 
 
Read more here. 
 
Maine Alliance Elects Officers At Convention 
 
Maine Alliance members elected Chris McKinnon 
as their president (MEA, NWU), Gerry Gay as vice 
president (IAFF), and Elizabeth O’Connor 
(AFSCME) as secretary, and David Projansky 
(MSEA-SEIU) as treasurer during their convention 
yesterday. Alliance Field Manager Tommy 
McLaughlin and Maine AFL-CIO President Cynthia 
Phinney spoke at the event. 
 
Alliance Celebrates LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
 
June marks Pride Month, which uplifts and spotlights the LGBTQ+ community. LGBTQ+ individuals 
face unique challenges in the workplace and aging. Researchers expect the number LGBTQ+ 
Americans over the age of 50 to grow, reaching seven million by 2030. More than eight million 
workers in the United States identify as LGBTQ+. 
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The AFL-CIO has published a month-long series of Pride Month profiles on its online blog and in 
the lobby of its headquarters highlighting various LGBTQ+ labor leaders and workers. 
 
“The Alliance wishes its members a Happy Pride Month and celebrates the accomplishments and 
contributions of LGBTQ+ workers,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance. 
“We are also grateful to have the opportunity to reflect on the work that needs to be done to 
strengthen workplace economic protections: LGBTQ+ workers earn about 90 cents for every dollar 
that non-LGBTQ+ workers make, leading to lower Social Security benefits in retirement. Union 
membership is highly effective in closing this gap and creating wage equity.  
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The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national grassroots advocacy organization with 4.4 million members fighting​
for retirement security for all Americans. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees 
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