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Palantir Receives Billions in Taxpayer Dollars to Spy on Federal Workers, Including SSA 
Employees 
 
The Trump Administration is working with software company Palantir to surveil workers at three 
federal agencies, including the Social Security Administration (SSA), according to a report from the 
American Prospect. 
 
In March, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) granted an initial no-bid contract of 
$3.9 billion to Palantir in order to create and execute a digital tool to enforce compliance with the 
agency’s return-to-office mandate. Palantir’s payout could potentially grow to reach $13.3 billion by 
September 30. 
 
The Administration is trying to implement similar surveillance programs to track and report daily 
staff occupancy rates at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and SSA. Leaders from the 
American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) say the heightened surveillance will allow 
the Administration to use low staffing levels produced by last year’s mass layoffs as a justification 
for future SSA field office closures and consolidation.  
 
“SSA employees work hard to ensure that Social Security beneficiaries receive the benefits they’ve 
earned,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the Alliance. “These workers should not have to 
worry about the federal government spying on them while they’re just doing their job. We urge the 
Administration to stop these contracts and focus on protecting and strengthening the benefits we 
earned.” 
 
President Trump Doubles Down on False Claims About Social Security 
 
During a cabinet meeting on Wednesday, President Trump reiterated his previous false claims that 
dead Americans are collecting Social Security: “I think we have a chance to save Social Security 
without doing anything to it. The numbers of fraudulent people on Social Security: People that are 
115 years old, 125 years old, getting payments. They accept them!” 
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The statement is the latest in a series of lies that President Trump and the Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE) have spread about Social Security over the last year and a half.  

During his State of the Union address in 2025, Trump claimed that “millions” of deceased people 
still received Social Security benefits. Elon Musk, who headed DOGE for several months last year, 
has called Social Security a “Ponzi scheme” and claimed, without merit, that approximately forty 
percent of all calls to the SSA are fraudulent. 

“It’s outrageous that President Trump is once again lying about Social Security,” said Richard 
Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance. “It has been dis-proven again and again, including by the 
SSA.”  

Alliance Holds Events in Washington and Connecticut to Educate Seniors About How to 
Combat Online Scams 
 
Online scams are a booming business and older Americans are particularly vulnerable. Last year, 
people in Washington State lost $2.6 billion to online scams while people in Connecticut lost $1 
billion. The Washington State and Connecticut Alliances each hosted “Stop the Scam” events this 
week to draw attention to this pressing issue and teach people how to fight back. 

At a town hall in New Britain, Connecticut, fraud expert Marissa Whitehouse and Field 
Mobilization Director Maureen Dunn addressed attendees about new risks from online scams 
supercharged by artificial intelligence (AI) and how to stop scammers in their tracks.  

 

Left: Fraud expert Marissa Whitehouse speaking at Connecticut event; Right: Connecticut President Bette Marafino 
addresses attendees  

Field Mobilization Director Dunn also joined guest speakers WA State Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
Secretary Treasurer Cherika Carter; WA State Insurance Commissioner Patty Kuderer; and WA 
State Assistant Attorney General Bret Finkelstein in Seattle.   
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“Online scams are growing at an astronomical rate and are harder to spot thanks to artificial 
intelligence,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance. “We urge Congress to 
hold corporations like Meta accountable by co-sponsoring and voting for the Safeguarding 
Consumers from Advertising Misconduct (SCAM) Act (S.3774/H.R.7548).” 

Alliance Celebrates Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 
May marks Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month. 
 
The AFL-CIO has commemorated the occasion with a month-long series of profiles on its online 
blog and in the lobby of its headquarters celebrating various AAPI leaders in the labor movement. 
 
“We’re proud to join the AFL-CIO in marking AAPI Heritage Month and celebrate our AAPI 
members and allies contributions to the labor movement and our nation,” said President Roach.  
 
KFF Health News: 3 Medical Routines That Older People May Not Need 
By Paula Span  
 
Enough time had passed since the patient’s previous colonoscopy that she met the criteria to 
undergo another, said Steven Itzkowitz, a gastroenterologist at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai in New York. 
 
Had Itzkowitz and his patient faced this decision five years ago, he might have scheduled the 
screening “without even thinking about it,” he said. But recent research has shown again that the 
benefits of a repeat colonoscopy are slim after age 75. 
 
Now, he said, “I’m saying to myself, ‘What are we accomplishing here?’” 
 
He’s not the only doctor — or patient — having second thoughts. The risks and benefits of 
common screenings, procedures, and drugs add up differently at advanced ages, and research 
continues to point out fresh examples of some that may become unnecessary. 
 
Read more here. 
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The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national grassroots advocacy organization with 4.4 million members fighting​
for retirement security for all Americans. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees 
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