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Five Million Americans Set to Lose Health Coverage and Premiums Have Skyrocketed Since 
Affordable Care Act Subsidies Ended 

Since Affordable Care Act (ACA) subsidies expired at the end of 2025, Americans have dropped  
marketplace insurance plans at high rates. According to an unpublished Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) study, obtained by NOTUS, more than one in five adults’ health 
coverage was dropped because they did not pay the first 2026 monthly premium. Experts estimate 
that about five million Americans will drop their ACA plans this year, resulting in a 21 percent 
decline in enrollment. 

Separately, KFF published a study finding that average ACA premiums have risen at a rate of 58 
percent. Deductibles are also rising at a steeper rate than normal, with an average increase of 37 
percent.  

“This crisis could have been avoided if the Republican majority in Congress had taken action to 
make health care more affordable for working people,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the 
Alliance. “The subsidies helped millions of Americans, including older adults who aren’t yet eligible 
for Medicare, keep their health coverage. The Alliance calls on Congress to clean up the mess they 
created.” 

Alliance Praises Supreme Court Decision Upholding Medicare Drug 
Price Negotiation Law; Urges Congress to Expand Number of 
Drugs Eligible for the Program to Lower Costs for Seniors 
 
Statement from Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance for 
Retired Americans regarding the U.S. Supreme Court’s rejection of 
appeals by drug corporations seeking to overturn the Medicare drug 
price negotiation program: 
 
“The Supreme Court sided with common sense and upheld the 
landmark law allowing Medicare to negotiate lower prices for some of 
the most expensive prescription drugs used by older Americans. The 
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Court recognized that drug corporations should not get special treatment when they do business 
with the federal government. 
 
“For nearly 20 years, Alliance members fought to give Medicare the power to negotiate better 
prices, and the law is already lowering costs for seniors at the pharmacy counter while saving 
taxpayers billions. But prescription drug prices continue to rise faster than inflation, putting 
increasing pressure on older Americans living on fixed incomes. Congress should build on this 
progress by expanding the number of prescription drugs Medicare can negotiate to bring down 
costs for even more seniors and families.”  
 
Senate Democrats Take Action to Rein In Trump Medicare AI Prior Authorization Pilot 
Program and Enhance Traditional Medicare 
 
On Wednesday, Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Ron Wyden (OR) joined Sens. 
Patty Murray (WA), Maria Cantwell (WA), Richard Blumenthal (CT), Kirsten Gillibrand (NY), 
and 20 other Senate Democrats to introduce a resolution to end the Trump Administration’s AI 
Care Denial Pilot, called WISeR. Rep. Greg Landsman (OH) and Rep. Suzan DelBene (WA) 
introduced a companion resolution in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
A “Snapshot Report” released by Sen. Cantwell (WA) in April found that since its launch in 
January, the WISeR program has resulted in longer wait times for traditional Medicare 
beneficiaries. 
 
In addition to protecting traditional Medicare from the Administration’s AI-prior authorization 
scheme, Senate Democrats are also trying to enhance benefits. A group joined Sen. Wyden (OR) 
this week to propose a new at-home care benefit.  
 
“We applaud these latest efforts to end the Administration’s disastrous prior authorization pilot 
program and enhance traditional Medicare coverage,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance. “We urge Congress to vote to repeal WISeR, prohibit prior 
authorization in traditional Medicare, and make home care benefits available to those who need 
them.” 
 
Executive Director Speaks to CBTU Retirees 
 
Alliance Executive Director Richard Fiesta addressed retirees from the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists (CBTU) during their annual conference, which took place from Tuesday to Thursday in 
Atlanta. He updated attendees about senior issues, the importance of the midterm elections in 
November, and threats to voting by mail.  
 
KFF Health News: Trump Bought Stock in Drugmaker as His Government Boosted Its 
Obesity Drugs 
By Darius Tahir 
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President Donald Trump earlier this year bought as much as $680,000 in stock of Eli Lilly, the 
maker of blockbuster obesity drugs, as the agencies he oversees undertook an agenda that largely 
benefited the company. 
 
On May 14, the federal government released ethics disclosures revealing a list of stock and bond 
trades made on Trump’s behalf from January to March of this year. They included extensive trades 
across the economy, including investments in tech giants such as Microsoft and Nvidia, aerospace 
firms such as Boeing, and household-name companies such as Target and Chipotle. 
 
In healthcare, however, the trades for Lilly — a company valued by the stock market at just under 
$1 trillion — stand out. That’s because the timing of Trump’s purchases coincides with several 
favorable government decisions benefiting the drugmaker’s GLP-1 business, including progress 
toward a long-held goal: qualifying the drugs for reimbursement from Medicare, the government 
health insurance program primarily serving seniors, when they are prescribed for weight loss. 
 
Read more here. 
 
We wish you a safe Memorial Day weekend. We hope everyone has a moment to reflect on 
and honor the sacrifices made by members of the military and those who have lost 
someone who served. 
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The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national grassroots advocacy organization with 4.4 million members fighting​
for retirement security for all Americans. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees 
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