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Resolution  
Health Care Price Transparency 

        
Adopted September 6, 2006 

 
Whereas there is a strong tradition of secrecy regarding price information for health care 
services; and 
 
Whereas health care providers have little incentive to disclose prices because health care 
services are lucrative; as a result, there is little competition in health care; and 
 
Whereas if health care prices were readily available, competition would likely result in lower 
prices; and  
 
Whereas rising health care costs and rising numbers of persons without health insurance reduce 
access to health care services; and  
 
Whereas knowing health care prices in advance is important to the uninsured who must pay for 
care themselves, go without care or seek charity care; and  
 
Whereas the availability of health care prices is also important to persons who obtain services 
not covered by insurance and to those with high deductibles; and 
 
Whereas there is a widespread practice of charging the uninsured more than others; and  
 
Whereas making prices available on the internet has become a standard business practice.   
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Alliance for Retired Americans calls upon Congress to enact 
laws requiring all prices charged by providers for health care services to be readily available to 
the public; and 
 
Be it further resolved that prices should be available on the internet in an easily navigable 
manner and also readily available by mail upon request. 

The Alliance for Retired Americans is a nationwide organization of three million union retirees and other older and retired 
Americans working together to make their voices heard in the laws, policies, politics and institutions that shape our lives. 

 
815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor — Washington, DC 20006 — (202) 637-5399 — (888) 373-6497  

www.retiredamericans.org 


	Contents
	Electronic Medical Records  1
	The Right to Vote  5
	Supplemental Security Income  8


	Resolution
	The Right to Vote
	Whereas older Americans often require extra assistance in voting; and
	Whereas attempts in Congress and the states are being made to restrict the right to vote and access to voting.

	Resolution
	Resolution
	Resolution 
	Health Care Price Transparency
	Whereas the Social Security government pension offset and windfall elimination provisions unfairly penalize a large group of public sector retirees by reducing their Social Security benefits in direct proportion to their public pensions.
	Whereas more than three-quarters of LTC recipients living in the community rely solely on family and friends to provide the assistance they need; and
	Whereas families provide 36 percent of total national LTC expenditures in donated care and 21 percent of out-of-pocket payments primarily for home-based care; and 
	Resolution
	Retiree Health Care




