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This past year a new Congress and a new administration came to Washington. Unfortunately, the new Congress
continued the unproductive ways of the last several Congresses, especially in areas that affect retirees. As Amer-
ica ages, issues like retirement security, the declining availability of guaranteed pensions and threats to the
Social Security and Medicare systems continue. Congress twice went to the brink of a government shutdown.
The nation deserves better.

Many in Congress continued to attack our core retiree programs of Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid as
well as the pro-retiree provisions of the 2010 Affordable Care Act. Many in Congress continued to vote for the
privatization of Medicare and create a voucher-like system in its place. Many, too, voted to turn Medicaid into a
block grant system, which would undercut its ability to provide care for millions of older Americans. Key posi-
tions like Commissioner of Social Security remain open without a nominee for the office.

In contrast, while attacks on core retiree programs continued, income inequality grows larger. Tax legislation,
enacted at the end of the year, is projected to exacerbate the growing inequality. For more than a decade, the
wealthiest Americans have received trillions in tax breaks while older Americans have seen rising drug, health
care, food, and energy costs.

It is up to us to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life in
retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans. Use
it to educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create an Amer-
ica that protects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe and thriving
communities.
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

(1) Protecting Medicare and Medicaid

Senator Hirono, D-HI, offered an amendment to the FY
2017 Budget that would make a point of order against
legislation that would cut Medicare and Medicaid. The
amendment failed 49-47. Sixty votes are required for pas-
sage. A YES vote is a pro-retiree vote. S.Con.Res. 3, Roll
Call No. 4, January 9, 2017.

@ Drug Reimportation
Senator Klobuchar, D-MN, offered an amendment to the
FY 2017 Budget to allow Americans to reduce their pre-
scription drug costs by importing drugs from Canada. The
amendment failed 46-52. A YES vote is a pro-retiree vote.
Roll Call No. 20, January 11, 2017.

O Hhs Secretary Confirmation

The Senate voted on the nomination of Representative Tom
Price to be Secretary of Health and Human Services. Rep-
resentative Price supported the repeal of the Affordable Care
Act. He also supported privatizing Medicare. Representa-
tive Price was confirmed 52-47. A NO vote is a pro-retiree
vote. PN 33, Roll Call No. 61, February 10, 2017.

O Retirement Rule Repeal

The Senate voted on H.J.Res 67, which nullifies a rule
issued by the Department of Labor to allow state and local
governments to set up savings arrangement for non-gov-
ernmental employees. The rule aimed to help private sec-
tor employees save for retirement. The resolution passed
50-49. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.J.Res. 67, Roll
Call 99, March 30, 2017.

e Health Care Repeal

The Senate voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act. This
legislation repeals the individual and employer mandate
and allows states to apply for waivers from the ACA regu-
lations. It will leave 15 million Americans uninsured and
will increase premiums by 20 percent. The bill failed 49-
51. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1628, Roll Call
No. 179, July 28, 2017.

(6] Protecting Medicaid

Senator Sanders, I-VT, offered an amendment to the FY 2018
Budget to restore the $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. The
measure would be paid for by reducing tax breaks for the
wealthy. The amendment failed 47-51. A YES vote is a pro-
retiree vote. H.Con. Res. 71, Roll Call No. 221, October
18, 2017.

0 Protecting Medicare

Senator Nelson, D-FL, offered an amendment to the FY 2018
Budget to restore the $473 billion in Medicare cuts. The
measure would be paid for by closing special interest tax
loopholes. The amendment failed 47-51. A YES vote is a
pro-retiree vote. H.Con.Res. 71, Roll Call No. 222, Octo-
ber 18, 2017.

O Anti-Retiree Budget

Senator Enzi, R-WY, introduced the budget for FY 2018.
This resolution cuts spending by $5.1 trillion, including
$1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid and nearly $500 billion in
cuts to Medicare. It also contains instructions for tax reform.
The resolution passed 51-49. A NO vote is a pro-retiree
vote. H.Con. Res. 71, Roll Call No. 245, October 19, 2017.

(9] Protecting Retiree Programs

Senator Sanders, I-VT, offered an amendment to the tax bill
that creates a point of order against legislation that cuts
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid benefits. The
amendment failed 46-54. A YES vote is a pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 1, Roll Call No. 294, December 1, 2017.

@ Skewed Tax Cuts

Senator McConnell, R-KY, brought up the tax bill, which
provides tax cuts to corporations and wealthy Americans.
This legislation will increase the deficit by $1.5 trillion, lead
to 13 million Americans becoming uninsured and trigger
PAYGO forcing $450 billion cuts to Medicare. The bill
passed 51-48. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote, H.R.1, Roll
Call No. 323, December 20, 2017.
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

© Retirement Rule Repeal

Representative Francis Rooney, R-FL, introduced legisla-
tion that nullifies a Department of Labor rule that allows
state and local governments to create savings arrangement
for non-governmental employees. The rule aimed to help
private sector employees save for retirement. The resolu-
tion passed 234-191. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.J.Res.
67, Roll Call No. 95, February 15, 2017.

0 Association Health Plans

Representative Sam Johnson, R-TX, introduced a bill that
allows the creation of association health plans (AHPs). These
plans would preempt state laws, undermine the Affordable
Care Act and not have requirements to comply with essen-
tial health benefits. Individuals obtaining insurance through
these plans would get skimpy policies that do not provide
adequate coverage. The bill passed 236-175. A NO vote
is a pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1101, Roll Call No. 186, March
22,2017.

© Health Care Repeal

Representative Black, R-TN, introduced legislation to repeal
the Affordable Care Act. The bill repeals the individual man-
date and the Medicaid expansion leading more than 20,000
Americans to lose their insurance. It would also reduce the
solvency of the Medicare trust fund by 3 years, cut Medi-
caid by $834 billion by capping payments to states and raise
premiums for 50 to 64 years old from $1,700 to $16,100.
The bill passed 217-213. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 1628, Roll Call No. 256, May 4, 2017.

(4] Fiduciary Rule Repeal

Representative Hensarling, R-TX, introduced legislation to
the Department of Labor’s Fiduciary Rule, which requires
that financial investors put the interest of their clients ahead
of their own. Working and middle class Americans lose
$17 billion a year in retirement savings due to advice that
favors the adviser’s, not the client’s, interests. The bill passed
233-186. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.R. 10, Roll
Call No. 299, June 8, 2017.

O Medical Malpractice Limit

Representative King, R-IA, introduced legislation that lim-
its medical malpractice suits. The legislation protects
providers, shortens the statute of limitations and caps non-
economic damages at $250,000. This legislation penalizes
the victims, particularly seniors who cannot claim economic
damages. The bill passed 218-210. A NO vote is a pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 1215, Roll Call No. 337, June 28, 2017.

O Anti-Retiree Budget |

Representative Black, R-TN, introduced a budget for Fiscal
Year 2018. This bill cuts spending by $5.4 trillion, includ-
ing $1 trillion from Medicaid and over $500 billion from
Medicare. The resolution privatizes Medicare, raises the
eligibility age and increases premiums by 25 percent. The
resolution passed 219-206. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote.
H.Con.Res. 71, Roll Call No. 557, October 5, 2017.

o Anti-Retiree Budget Il

The House voted on the Senate passed budget resolution
for FY 2018. This resolution cuts spending by $5.1 tril-
lion, including $1 trillion from Medicaid and nearly $500
billion from Medicare and contains instructions for tax
reform. The resolution passed 216-212. ANO vote is a pro-
retiree vote. H.Con.Res. 71, Roll Call 589, October 26,
2017.

O Medicare Means-Testing

Representative Walden, R-OR, introduced legislation to
reauthorize the Children’s Health Insurance Act (CHIP). The
bill reauthorizes the program by 5 years, but pays for it by
increasing Medicare premiums on higher income benefi-
ciaries. The bill passed 242-174. A NO vote is a pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 3922, Roll Call No. 606, November 3, 2017.

9 End Medical Deductions

Representative Brady, R-TX, introduced legislation that
gives tax cuts to corporations and wealthy Americans. The
tax cuts are to be partially paid for by eliminating key tax
deductions, including for medical expense. This deduction
primarily benefits middle-income Americans, including
seniors who itemize their taxes. The vote passed 227 -205.
A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1, Roll Call 637,
November 16, 2017.

@ Skewed Tax Cuts

Speaker Ryan, R-WI, brought up the final tax bill, which
provides tax cuts to corporations and wealthy Americans.
This legislation increases the deficit by $1.5 trillion, will
lead to 13 million Americans becoming uninsured and trig-
gers PAYGO forcing $450 billion cuts to Medicare. The bill
passed 224-201. A NO vote is a pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1,
Roll Call No. 699, December 20, 2017.
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