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This past year the nation continued to see unprecedented economic and fiscal challenges the likes of
which had not been seen in decades. Retirees faced these hardships as well. While the economy began a
slow recovery, unemployment remained high. We also celebrated the 75th anniversary of Social Security
and 45th anniversary of Medicare, vivid reminders that even during times of economic hardship these two
vital programs have remained strong, delivering the guaranteed benefits for which retirees worked hard.

Congress devoted much time and effort to health care reform. The enactment of the new legislation was a
slow, tedious process that had many delays and many attempts to derail it. The law, signed by President
Obama, contains many positive changes for retirees and older Americans, some immediate and some in
the near future. The Medicare Part D doughnut begins to close. There will be no more co-payments for
Medicare covered preventive screenings as well as for an annual wellness checkup. Medicare Advantage
overpayments will end and thus extend the financial health of the Medicare Trust Fund. Pre-Medicare
retirees will have help in affording health care.

Much of the cause of the economic distress over the past few years was due to Wall Street excesses that
put the global economy in jeopardy. Congress enacted legislation to reform Wall Street practices and bring
more transparency and oversight to the financial markets. Yet, there are those who would cut Social Secu-
rity and Medicare benefits to make up for the excesses of Wall Street. We still must remain on guard
against efforts to privatize and cut the Social Security and Medicare programs. We must continue to remind
all Americans that they are programs that benefit all generations, not just retirees.

It is up to us to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life
in retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans.
Use it to educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create
an America that protects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe
and thriving communities.
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

@ Fiscal Commission Creation

Senator Conrad, D-ND, introduced an amendment to leg-
islation raising the debt ceiling that would create a fiscal
commission with the authority to recommend changes to
programs such as Social Security and Medicare. Congress
would then vote on the recommendations as a package
without the opportunity to amend it. The amendment failed
53-46. Sixty votes are necessary for passage under a debate
agreement for this bill. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.J. Res. 45, Roll Call No. 5, January 26, 2010.

@ $250 Stimulus Payment |

Senator Sanders, I-VT, offered an amendment to a stimu-
lus bill that would provide a $250 payment to Social Secu-
rity recipients and other retirees in 2011 since there was
no cost of living increase in 2010. The amendment failed
50-47. Sixty votes are necessary for passage under the Budget
Act. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4213, Roll
Call No. 36, March 3, 2010.

€ Eliminate CLASS Act

Senator Thune, R-SD, introduced an amendment to the
health care reform reconciliation bill that would repeal
the CLASS Act, a voluntary, affordable, and self-funded
program for long term care. The amendment failed 43-55.
Sixty votes are necessary for passage under the Budget
Act. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4872, Roll
Call No. 77, March 24, 2010.

@ stop Health Care Repeal

Senator Vitter, R-LA, introduced an amendment to the health
care reform reconciliation bill that would repeal the under-
lying health care reform law. Included in the repeal was
the loss of new benefits for Medicare recipients such as
an annual wellness checkup. The motion to table (set aside)
the amendment was adopted 58-39. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 4872, Roll Call No. 84, March 24, 2010.

© Keep Medicare Intact

Senator Bunning, R-KY, introduced an amendment to the
health care reconciliation bill that would allow individu-
als to opt out of Medicare Part A hospital insurance. The
effect would be the dismantling of Medicare as a social
insurance program. The motion to table (set aside) the
amendment was adopted 61-36. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 4872, Roll Call No. 87, March 24, 2010.

@ Health Care Reform

The Senate passed health care reform legislation, which
contained several pro-retiree measures. Included among
them were the elimination of co-pays and deductibles for
preventive care screenings and an annual wellness checkup
starting in 2011. The bill also included the closing of the
Part D doughnut hole coverage gap, the phasing out of
overpayments to Medicare Advantage insurance compa-
nies, and incentives for employers to keep early retiree
health care coverage. The bill passed 56-43. A YES vote is
the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4872, Roll Call No. 105, March
25, 2010.

@ Medicare Physician Payments |

The Senate passed a short term bill preventing pending
cuts to physician reimbursement rates under Medicare.
The cuts could cause physicians from caring for Medicare
patients. The bill passed 59-38. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 4851, Roll Call No. 117, April 15, 2010.

© Medicare Physician Payments Il

The Senate attempted to invoke cloture on a bill to pre-
vent pending cuts to physician reimbursement rates under
Medicare. Also included in the bill was additional fund-
ing for the Medicaid program, which provides funding for
many seniors in nursing homes. The motion to invoke clo-
ture on the amendment failed 56-40. Sixty votes are nec-
essary to invoke cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 4213, Roll Call No. 194, June 17, 2010.

© Financial Reform

The Senate passed the conference report for financial reg-
ulatory reform. Included are provisions to protect con-
sumers from hidden fees as well as investment scams, which
target many seniors. The conference reported passed 60-
39. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4173, Roll Call
No. 208, December July 15, 2010.

@ $250 Stimulus Payment II

Senator Sanders, I-VT, introduced a bill that would pro-
vide a $250 payment to Social Security recipients and other
retirees since there was no cost of living increase in 2010.
The motion to invoke cloture on the bill failed 53-45. Sixty
votes are necessary to invoke cloture. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. S. 3985, Roll Call No. 267, December 8,
2010.



SENATE VOTES
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

@ Health Care Reform |

The House passed health care reform legislation, which
contained several pro-retiree provisions. Included among
them were the elimination of co-pays and deductibles for
preventive care screenings and an annual wellness checkup
beginning in 2011. The bill also included the closing of
the Part D doughnut hole coverage gap, the phasing out
of overpayments to Medicare Advantage insurance com-
panies, and incentives for employers to maintain early retiree
health care coverage. The bill passed 219-212. A YES vote
is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3590, Roll Call No. 165, March
21, 2010.

@ Health Care Reform II

The House passed a package of budget reconciliation pro-
visions to the health care reform legislation. The legisla-
tion was a companion bill to health care reform that enabled
the enactment of health care reform. The bill passed 220-
211. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4872, Roll
Call No. 167, March 21, 2010.

€© wall Street Reform

The House passed the conference report to curb abuses in
the financial services industry. Including in the reforms
are provisions to develop educational materials and train-
ing to reduce the fraudulent marketing of financial prod-
ucts to seniors. The conference report passed 237-192. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4173, Roll Call No.
413, June 30, 2010.

O Generic Drugs

The House passed a funding bill that included a provision
to prohibit brand name drug companies from entering into
“pay-for-delay” agreements with generic drug companies.
Under such arrangements, brand name companies could
delay the introduction of generic drugs into the market-
place, which costs consumers and taxpayers billions yearly
in unnecessary drug costs. The bill passed 239-182. A YES
vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4899, Roll Call No. 430,
July 1, 2010.

© Sstop Senior Fraud

The House passed a bill introduced by Rep. Baldwin, D-
WI, that authorized more than $150 million over five years
for the Federal Trade Commission and Justice Department
to conduct consumer education and outreach programs
regarding fraud targeting senior citizens. The bill passed
335-81. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3040, Roll
Call No. 487, July 29, 2010.

@ Senior Housing

The House included $825 million in funding for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Affairs to be used for the reha-
bilitation and construction of new housing for low income
seniors. There are long waiting lists for seniors who need
affordable housing. The bill passed 251-167. A YES vote is
the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5850, Roll Call No. 499, July
29, 2010.

@ Medicaid Funding

The House passed legislation which provided $16.1 bil-
lion in funding for the operation of state Medicaid pro-
grams. The most common Medicaid recipient is a nursing
home resident, which makes the program vital to older
Americans. The bill passed 247-161. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 1586, Roll Call No. 518, August 10, 2010.

9 $250 Stimulus Payment

The House debated a bill, introduced by Rep. Pomeroy,
D-ND, that would provide a $250 payment to Social Secu-
rity recipients and other retirees in 2011 since there was
no cost of living increase under in 2010. The bill failed
254-153. Two-thirds of members present and voting are
required under the House’s suspension calendar rules. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5987, Roll Call No.
611, December 8, 2010.

© Food Safety Reform

The House passed a bill introduced by Rep. Sutton, D-
OH, giving the Food and Drug Administration authority to
directly recall tainted products, rather than waiting on vol-
untary cooperation from manufacturers. Food safety recalls
have become more frequent and have affected more sen-
iors in recent years. The bill passed 215-144. A YES vote is
the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 2751, Roll Call No. 661, Decem-
ber 21, 2010.

Q@ Retiree Programs Funding

The House passed an appropriations bill that contains sev-
eral key retiree program provisions. Included were $5.1
billion for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHEAP), on which many seniors rely. The bill passed
193-165. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3082,
Roll Call No. 662, December 21, 2010.
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