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This past year saw dramatic change come to Washington. The November elections provided a bright con-
trast on the future of retiree issues. Whether to privatize Social Security, continue the wasteful subsidies
under Medicare Advantage, and allow the continuance of the confusing Medicare Part D prescription drug
program without the ability to negotiate for lower drug prices were all key retiree issues. Voters responded
and the result was increased majorities in Congress and a major change in the White House.

Leading up to the November elections, Congress considered several important retiree issues. For the first
time, Congress fully funded the low income energy assistance program. Also, like in past years, the priva-
tizers in the Senate continued their assault on Social Security. This assault continued in spite of overwhelming
public opposition to privatization. Fortunately, our allies defeated the privatization attempts. Yet, we still
must remain on guard against future efforts to privatize Social Security and remind all Americans that it is
a program that benefits all generations, not just retirees.

In spite of an administration hostile to real change in 2008, there were some Medicare improvements. Con-
gress overrode President Bush’s veto of a Medicare bill that made improvements to the program. The legislation
adjusted the asset tests so that more low income beneficiaries can now receive help. The new law also added
preventive and mental health benefits. Additionally, the law stopped pending reimbursement cuts to physi-
cians and cut some overpayments to the Medicare Advantage program.

It is up to us to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life
in retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans.
Use it to educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create an
America that protects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe and
thriving communities.
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President Secretary-Treasurer Executive Director

How To Read This Record

Democrat (D) Republican (R) Independent (I) (0] Not Eligible Member

v Voted With Alliance Policy + Announced For

X Voted Against Alliance Policy - Announced Against

S Speaker Did Not Vote AL At-Large

P Present The number before each name indicates Congressional District.
? Did Not Vote 100%  Best Score Possible

*On Senate Votes 1 and 7, Senator Reid voted with the Alliance position then changed his votes to preserve parliamentary options for a later vote.
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

o Retiree Stimulus

The Senate defeated a motion to invoke cloture and pro-
ceed to an economic stimulus bill. The legislation contained
several pro-retiree measures including increased funding
for home energy assistance for low income Americans.
Many seniors rely on these funds during the winter. The
motion failed 58-41. Sixty votes are necessary to invoke
cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5140, Roll
Call No. 8, February 6, 2008.

e Part D Premiums Increase

Senator Ensign, R-NV, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would increase Medicare Part D pre-
scription drug premiums based on income. This means-testing
approach, already in place for Part B physician premiums,
undermines the social insurance basis of Medicare. The
amendment failed 42-56. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. Con. Res. 70, Roll Call No. 63, March 13, 2008.

© social Security Privatization

Senator DeMint, R-SC, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would use current Social Security
surpluses to create private accounts. The current surpluses
are designed to pay for the benefits of the increasing num-
bers retiring baby boomers. The amendment would increase
the federal debt by more than $700 billion over ten years.
The amendment failed 41-57. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. Con. Res. 70, Roll Call No. 65, March 13, 2008.

(4 ) Long Term Care Workers

(6] Drug Reimportation

Senator Vitter, R-LA, introduced an amendment to the budget
resolution that expressed the sense of the Senate of the need
to pass comprehensive legislation to legalize the safe impor-
tation of prescription drugs from nations with safe
pharmaceutical infrastructures. Many Americans have
resorted to purchasing drugs from other nations, especially
Canada, in order to obtain their needed medicines. The
amendment passed 73-23. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. Con. Res. 70, Roll Call No. 84, March 14, 2008.

0 Medicare Cloture

The Senate defeated a motion to invoke cloture and pro-
ceed to a Medicare bill. The legislation would reform
Medicare Advantage sales and marketing activities, elimi-
nate late enrollment penalties, and expand eligibility for
low income assistance. The motion failed 54-39. Sixty votes
are necessary to invoke cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. 3101, Roll Call No. 149, June 12, 2008.

O Medicare Improvements

The Senate passed a bill that strengthened Medicare by
adjusting asset tests so more low income seniors can obtain
assistance, added preventive and mental health benefits,
reduced pending physician reimbursements and cut some
overpayments to Medicare Advantage fee for service plans.
The bill passed 69-30. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 6331, Roll Call No. 169, July 9, 2008.

Senator Kohl, D-WI, introduced an amendment to the OMedicare Veto Override

budget resolution that would fund a nationwide compre-
hensive system of background checks for long term care
workers. A seven-state pilot program already stopped more
than 7,200 people with criminal records from becoming
long term care workers. The amendment passed 89-7. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 70, Roll Call
No. 68, March 13, 2008.

e Undermine Health Insurance

Senator DeMint, R-SC, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would undermine employer-provided
health insurance by providing tax incentives to purchase
individual insurance outside the workplace. The amendment
undermines the cost savings that come with group insur-
ance and the ability for employers to offer retiree coverage.
The amendment failed 45-51. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. Con. Res. 70, Roll Call No. 82, March 13, 2008.

The Senate overrode President Bush’s veto of the Medicare
legislation. The override vote was 70-26. Two-thirds of those
members present and voting are necessary to override. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 6331, Roll Call No.
177, July 15, 2008.

(D Retiree Programs Funding

The Senate passed a continuing appropriations bill that con-
tains several key retiree program provisions. Included were
$5.1 billion for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP), the first full funding of the program, as
well as $477.2 million for the Weatherization Assistance
Program. The bill passed 78-12. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 2638, Roll Call No. 208, September 27, 2008.
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

O Pro-Retiree Budget

The House passed the annual budget resolution, introduced
by Rep. Spratt, D-SC. The resolution included the rejection
of President Bush’s proposed $196 billion cuts in Medicare
and Medicaid spending over five years. The resolution
passed 212-207. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H. Con.
Res. 141, Roll Call No. 312, March 13, 2008.

@ Election Assistance

The House debated a bill introduced by Rep. Holt, D-NJ,
that would give state and local governments financial assis-
tance for the costs of obtaining election systems with paper
backups for the November 2008 elections as well as for
costs associated with auditing and hand counting of elec-
tion results. The bill failed 239-178. Two-thirds of members
present and voting are required under the House’s suspen-
sion calendar rules. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
5036, Roll Call No. 188, April 15, 2008.

© Medicaid Moratorium

The House passed a bill introduced by Rep. Dingell, D-MI,
that placed a one year moratorium on seven Bush Admin-
istration Medicaid regulations. The most common Medicaid
beneficiary is a nursing home patient. Had the regulations
taken effect, federal spending on critical programs would
decline by $20 billion and state and local governments
would have to absorb those costs. The bill passed 349-62.
A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5613, Roll Call No.
209, April 23, 2008.

O Prevent Home Foreclosures

The House passed a bill, introduced by Speaker Pelosi, D-
CA, to help families facing home foreclosure. The bill
provides $300 billion in government loan guarantees to
assist in home refinancing. Older Americans have not been
spared in the current housing crisis. The bill passed 256-
160. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3221, Roll Call
No. 303, May 8, 2008.

© Medicare Improvements

The House passed a Medicare improvement bill, introduced
by Rep. Rangel, D-NY, that helps beneficiaries. The bill
updates asset levels so more low income seniors can receive
assistance, adds preventive and mental health services ben-
efits, and stopped pending cuts to physician reimbursement
rates. The bill passed 355-59. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 6331, Roll Call No. 443, June 24, 2008.

0 Medicare Veto Override

The House overrode President Bush’s veto of the Medicare
legislation. The override vote was. The override vote was
383-41. Two-thirds of those members present and voting
are necessary to override. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 6331, Roll Call No. 491, July 15, 2008.

@ sallot Integrity

The House debated a bill, introduced by Rep. Lofgren, D-
CA, that would make grants to state and local governments
in order to create backup paper ballot voting in case of elec-
tronic machine failures during the 2008 elections. Machine
failures in past elections caused long lines at the polls in
many instances. The bill failed 248-170. Two-thirds of mem-
bers present and voting are required under the House's
suspension calendar rules. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 5803, Roll Call No. 493, July 15, 2008.

© Eliminate Medicare Trigger

The House changed its rules regarding the so-called 45%
Medicare trigger in a resolution introduced by Rep. Hast-
ings, D-FL. The Medicare Modernization Act of 2003
arbitrarily mandated that if the President determined that
45% of Medicare funding came from general revenues for
two consecutive years, then the President would propose
Medicare cuts. The trigger is a misleading indicator of the
financial stability of Medicare. The resolution passed 231-
184. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H. Res. 1368, Roll
Call No. 532, June 24, 2008.

0 Stop Elder Abuse

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Sestak, D-PA,
to protect older Americans from elder abuse. The bill would
require the U.S. Attorney General to study state elder abuse
laws and practices, train prosecutors and law enforcement
officers, and make recommendations for better protections
against elder abuse. The bill passed 387-28. A YES vote is
the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5352, Roll Call No. 626, Sep-
tember 23, 2008.

@ Retiree Programs Funding

The House passed an appropriations bill that contains sev-
eral key retiree program provisions. Included were $5.1
billion for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHEAP), first full funding of the program, as well as
$477.2 million for the Weatherization Assistance Program.
The bill passed 370-58. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H.R. 2638, Roll Call No. 632, September 24, 2008.
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6 Ch§ndler(D) .)/( .)/‘ v .)/‘ /7 \)} .)/( v/ 100 9%
Louisiana
1 Scalise (R) 0O 0 O S 29 29
2 JeffesonD) o/ ‘/‘)/( ‘)/(‘)/( ‘);‘)} s 2 100 92
s Melancon®) o V' V'V VS S/ S/ 100 88
o FEXEERREY
6 CazayouxD) O O O ./ ././ / / / / 100 100
7 Boustany®  ? X f X X X X/ /S 4 10
Maine
1 Allen (D) YV I IS S/ 100099
2MichadD) ' V' VS XSS 097
Maryland
1 Gt X X S L L L L L/ / 8 25
2 Ruppersberger O/ o ' ' V' L S/ 100 95
sSabanes) o ' VNV VS /L 100 100
4 Edwards@® O O O0 O ' V' 100 100
sHyerD V' VLSS 109
6 BatletRl X X X/ XLV X/ / 50 13
7 Cummings©) f o S L/ 100 100
¢ VanHollenD) /" /' /' /' V' V' V' V' / / 100 100
Massachusetts
1 Olver (D) Y V/ /S S/ 100 100
2 Neal (D) Y VI /S S ? /S 100 97
3 McGovern (D) ‘/ / / / // / ‘/ ‘/ / 100 100
4 Frank (D) Y VvV /S S/ 100 100
s TongsD) o o VL L L/ 100 100
6 Temey®) S VLV S/ 100 100
7 Makey®) ' S S/ 100 100
8 Capuano®) o ? V' VLV VL L/ S/ 100 100
9 lynch (D) Y vV S S/ 100 100
wDelahunt®) 2 V' L 2 VS S/ 100 100
Michigan
1Swpak® VS /100 100
2 Hoeksta®R X X ' X /L X X/ / 50 9
3 Ehlers (R) XX%v///XX%%ﬁO 17
4 Camp R) 30 8
5Kilde2(D) .)/(.)/(/.)/(.)/(.)/(.)}‘)}//100100
sUpon® X XV XX/ /L 0 2
7 Wabeg® X X /' X V'V X X/ / 50 25
sRges® X X/ X X X X X/ / 30 9
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9 Knollenberg (R) v v / vV / 50 8
10Mi|ler(R)g %;/.)}//3((%/./ 60 28
1nMcCoter R X X X /' X X/ / 50 22
12 Levin (D) vy VI /S S/ 100 100
13 Kilpatrick (D) %%&% %% { ‘.; % 5 100 100
14 Conyers (D) Is 100 100
15D1ngyen(D) YV I VSV S/ 100 %
Minnesota
I I AR
sRmsed® X VX /S /X /70 25
s MCllum®D) o ' VS /100 100
5 EIIisEn(D) %%?%%% ‘){ .){ & % 100 100
6 Bachmann (R) 40 20
7Pteson® o VLV S S 100 69
s Obestar ) 2 VLV LS S 100 99
Mississippi
1 ChildersrzD) oO0o0o0o0YJV VS S/ S/ 100 100
2Thompson®) o ' V' 2/ S S 100 97
3 PideingRl X X V' X V' X X/ / 50 13
4 Taylor (D) Y VvV /Y S/ 1008
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em Kk REERERR N
3 Camahan®) ' V' VSV VS S/ 100 100
sSkelon® ' VAL VLV S/ 100 9
sCeaver®d) VNV VS S/ 100 100
it i
7 Blunt I
s tmeson® X X ' X /' X X /' / 50 31
9 Hushof @ X X 2 X X/ X ?2 / / 83 7
Montana
ALRehbeg® X X X /' X X /' / 50 14
Nebraska
1 Fotenbery® X X ' ' V' X X /' / 60 28
sl R X KK XK 0 s
3 Smith (R XX XXV XXX/ 30 15
Nevada
1BekleyD) o ' VL S S 100 95
2 Heller R) XLV XV XX/ 60 4
3 Porter R) XV VI XSS/ 80 2%
New Hampshire
1 SheaborterD) o o ' L S L/ / 100 100
2HodesD) ' VSV VS S/ 100 100
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3 Saxton (R) x//'/X/XXXXwoWO 6C0|ntyre(D) ‘//‘////Xj“//so 10
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1Wilson(§) X‘)/(‘);‘)/‘";‘.//‘/‘// 2schmi0(|;()R) §X‘§'§'§){X§§§ 40 40
2 Pearce / 3 Turner X X 100 100
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Pennsylvania Slohmson SR X X X X X X X X X VAR
1 Brad ’
D L e kR XXX XKL
sEgsh® X XS XS L S XL S 60 18 SBegsarggR)XXXXXXXXXX 0 4
cAmeD) S S S KL L LS00 X§§XX‘);X)(/./ 0 4
5 Peterson (R) X"//"/XX/./G’, 12 5 Brady R) §X\/XX XX§/44 9
6 Gerlach(R) XV VI VIS 0 38 9 Green, A. (D) ///‘);‘);‘);‘)}‘); v 30 6
750k S LA AN A0 B R v v,/ 100 100
LR S AR AR AR B AN R A
9 Shuster (R
T A R - I S SIS DA
11 Kanjorski (D) : 100 100 4Pyl R XXXV XX XX X 20 29
IR AR A A A A AR R A A AL I A = A AN AV AN S AV A S AT B
3%&755@ 5 f 5 % ?% % & 5 % o I jgsdevyveséD)(D) 5 % % & “’/ VA A AR AR I
15 Dent (R) X///\//\//// o B 7 kSarsL AV, v/ /100 9
16 Pits (R XX XXXV 2% 7% n 4 heenteD YV /09
itdenD) S S S LSS0 57 s XX XXXXXXXV/ 10 7
e A A A A A A A A AR I 2050p§aez(D) A A A A A A A A
AT N R T P
Rhode Island 23 E/?drikg]uezgg) .){ .){ .){ .){ .){ .){ .){ .){ ‘.; § 100 100
1 Kenn 24 Marchant 20 8
e AT B BAA AL AAA N
South Carolina 278mﬁ([)()1)) &%} & %% % } % % 100 97
1 Brown (R) 28 Luellar 100 85
2 Wilson (R) § ))((‘)/())((“46))((,;“//‘.; Zg 3 wGeen GO ' S L/ /100 100
3 Barrett ®) XX XXXXXXXX 0 2 s0hsonEBD) o V' ' V'V L/ S 100 97
4 Inglis R) XXXX‘/‘/XXXX 20 5 31Cart§r(R) XXXXXXXX‘// 20 3
ssatD) S S S L S AL LSS 10 00 2SR X XXX XS XX 04
b0 V220 T g
South Dakota 1 BishopR X X ' / ? ?2 2?2 ?
AL Herseth Sandlin (D) 2 Mathsson(D) XV V//V .); .); XV Vv gg 6:
SV S S L 10 e 2GR X X X 22 X X2 XX 0 0
Tennessee Vermont
DvsDR XX XXJSL XKL X 30 15 AW V'V V1010
i\?vl;r;:a?éli) § )X( )X‘ )X( ‘)/( 2)( X X 55 ;(3) 8 Virginia
4 Davis!OL.(D) SIS S S S ,)} .)/( v /100 :;i 1 Witman® X X X /X X/ /50 50
sCooperD) f S 2SS XSS 89 93 2 Drake R) XXV XV XX/ 50 25
GotnD S SV w0 V101w
PR X X XXXV XKV X 0 3 PR XXX XXS L0
sTmed S ST o m R XXX XK 508
LR A M A R I e S 32 AR E S B
Texas 8 Moran (D) VAN EVENEVENED ( / S 90 92
1 Cohmet® X ? /X 2/ X X v/ 50 11 95\7%??}:;(@ %%%){%&%%&5100 92
2 Poe(R 10 Wo 50 21
N KXXXSS KX 0B s XV VXV X/ 0
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Washington Wisconsin
1 Inslee (D) YV IS S/ 10009 1 Ran®R XX XXXV XX X 20 6
2 Larsgn(D) %&%} §§ § % %% 89 90 Baljwin(D) f%%%&% f § f 5 100 100
3 Baird (D) 90 92 3 Kind(D) 100 96
4 Hastings® X X V' X VL X X/ X 90 8 sMoeD VSV / 100 100
I eI I
6 Dicks 6 Petri
7McDermott(D)//§/§§/:;§‘); 90 99 7 Obey(D) ??&??%55?%100100
8 Reichet® X X X X 60 33 5 Kagen(D) 100 100
ssmth® S XSS 0 .
Wyoming
West Virginia AL Cubin (R) XX XX/ 2?2?2222 Xx 17 2
1 Mollohan®) o o V' ' VS S S/ 100 97
2 Capito R) XXV XV XX/ 50 22
3 Rahall (D) XV VI IS S 0 R

Get Active! Make a Difference! Vote on Election Day!
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