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This past year retirees saw a new Congress come to Washington. The great wave of voter discontent in 2006 led by
retirees, who vote in the greatest numbers, elected new majorities to both houses of Congress. For retirees and older
Americans, the threats of Social Security privatization, the fallout from the confusing Medicare Part D prescription
program, and a tax system skewed toward the wealthiest Americans all contributed to the change in Congress.

Congress considered several important retiree issues. It passed an overdue increase in the federal minimum wage
that many older Americans rely on for needed income. Congress also restored pay-as-you-go rules for spending, in
an effort to stop the out of control debt that previous Congresses placed on current and future generations. Also, in
spite of overwhelming public opposition to Social Security privatization and a new majority, the privatizers in the
Senate continued their assault on Social Security. Fortunately, our allies defeated the privatization attempts. Having
a more senior friendly Congress allowed for winning more key votes. Yet, we must remain on guard against future
efforts to privatize Social Security and remind all Americans that it is a program that benefits all generations, not
just retirees.

The Medicare Part D program is still benefiting insurance and drug companies at the expense of beneficiaries. Amer-
icans pay the highest drug prices in the world, for drugs that often are developed with our tax dollars. A proposal to
allow Medicare to negotiate for drug prices easily passed the House. However, the Senate filibuster rule stymied this
common sense legislation. Likewise, efforts to rein in the overpayments in the Medicare Advantage program passed
the House but could not survive in the Senate. We are just a few votes away from breaking the stranglehold of the
insurance and drug lobbies in the Senate. We need to redouble our efforts so that a minority of senators can no
longer stop making changes to Medicare and other vital programs that will help beneficiaries and save tax dollars.

It is up to us to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life in
retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans. Use it to
educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create an America that pro-
tects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe and thriving communities.
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

O social Security Privatization

Senator DeMint, R-SC, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would use current Social Security sur-
pluses to create private accounts. The current surpluses are
designed to pay for the benefits of the growing number of
retiring baby boomers. The amendment would increase
the federal debt by more than $700 billion over ten years.
The amendment failed 45-52. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. Con. Res. 21, Roll Call No. 89, March 22, 2007.

e Part D Premiums Increase

Senator Ensign, R-NV, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would increase Medicare Part D pre-
scription drug premiums based on income. This means-test-
ing approach, already in place for Part B physician premiums,
undermines the social insurance basis of Medicare. The
amendment failed 44-52. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. Con. Res. 21, Roll Call No. 93, March 22, 2007.

€ Medicare Advantage Subsidies

Senator Hatch, R-UT, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would protect Medicare Advan-
tage plans from cuts. Medicare Advantage plans, privately
run plans that replace Medicare, have been estimated to
drain more than $10 billion annually from the Medicare
Trust Fund. In addition, all Medicare beneficiaries pay an
estimated extra $2 monthly in premiums, regardless of
whether they are in a Medicare Advantage plan, because
of the overpayments. The amendment failed 49-50. A NO
vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 21, Roll Call No.
103, March 27, 2007.

@ Estate Tax Repeal

Senator DeMint, R-SC, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would allow for the repeal of the fed-
eral estate tax. Repeal of the estate tax benefits only the wealth-
iest Americans. The loss of revenues threatens the financial
stability of the Social Security and Medicare systems. The
amendment failed 44-55. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. Con. Res. 21, Roll Call No. 109, March 23, 2007.

© Pro-Retiree Budget

The Senate passed the annual budget resolution, introduced
by Sen. Conrad, D-ND. The resolution included restoration
of pay-as-you-go spending, the closing of tax loopholes used
by offshore tax havens, and increased resources to com-
bat Medicare waste and fraud. The resolution passed 52-
47. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 21, Roll
Call No. 114, March 23, 2007.

@ Negotiate Drug Prices

The Senate defeated a motion to invoke cloture and pro-
ceed to a bill that would authorize the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to negotiate with drug manufactur-
ers for lower Medicare Part D drug prices. While the Alliance
supports mandatory negotiation, this motion was the only
opportunity to vote directly on the negotiation issue. The
motion failed 55-42. Sixty votes are necessary to invoke
cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3, Roll Call
No. 132, April 18, 2007.

@ Drug Reimportation

Senator Dorgan, D-ND, introduced an amendment to the
Food and Drug Administration reform bill that would per-
mit the importation of prescription drugs by registered
importers or individuals for personal use if importation
did not adversely affect public health. Many Americans have
resorted to purchasing drugs from other nations, especially
Canada, in order to obtain their needed medicines. The
amendment passed 63-28. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. 1082, Roll Call No. 150, May 3, 2007.

© Limit Drug Reimportation

Senator Cochran, R-MS, introduced an amendment to mod-
ify the Dorgan reimportation amendment that would require
the Department of Health and Human Services to first cer-
tify that any imported drug would pose no additional risk
to public health. The department had told Congress that it
would not issue certifications, thus killing reimportation.
The amendment passed 49-40. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. 1082, Roll Call No. 151, May 7, 2007.

© stop Drug Conflict of Interest

Senator Durbin, D-IL, introduced an amendment to the Food
and Drug Administration reform bill to allow only one con-
flict of interest waiver for each drug advisory committee. After
one waiver, anyone with a financial interest in a drug would
be designated a “guest expert” and barred from committee
deliberations. The amendment failed 47-47. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. S. 1082, Roll Call No. 156, May 9, 2007.

@ Voting Rights Suppression

Senator Dole, R-NC, introduced an amendment to a voting
rights bill that would require individuals voting in person
to present photo identification. This proposal dispropor-
tionately affects older Americans, many of whom do not
drive or otherwise need such identification. The amend-
ment failed 42-54. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
2669, Roll Call No. 269, July 19, 2007.
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

€@ Negotiate Drug Prices

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Dingell, D-MI,
that would mandate the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to negotiate with drug manufacturers for lower
Medicare Part D drug prices. Americans pay the highest
drug prices in the world and this bill would reduce prices
for retirees. The bill passed 255-170. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 4, Roll Call No. 23, January 12, 2007.

© Pro-Retiree Budget

The House passed the annual budget resolution, introduced
by Rep. Spratt, D-SC. The resolution included restoration of
pay-as-you-go spending and provided more resources to
reduce the Social Security claims backlog as well as waste
and fraud in the Medicare and Medicaid systems. The res-
olution passed 216-210. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
H. Con. Res. 99, Roll Call No. 212, March 29, 2007.

© Retiree Programs Spending |

The House passed an emergency spending bill to fund gov-
ernment services, introduced by Rep. Obey, D-WI. The bill
included provisions to increase the federal minimum wage,
on which many older Americans rely, as well as Medicaid
funding for public hospitals and increased veterans health
care spending. The bill passed 218-208. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1591, Roll Call No. 265, April 25, 2007.

O stop Price Gouging

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Stupak, D-MI,
that would protect consumers from price gouging for gaso-
line and other fuels. Recent price increases have created
windfall profits for oil companies as well as sharp price
increases for consumers. The bill passed 284-141. A YES
vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1252, Roll Call No. 404,
May 23, 2007.

O Medicare Advantage Subsidies

Rep. Camp, R-MlI, introduced an amendment to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services funding bill that would
protect Medicare Advantage plans. Medicare Advantage
plans receive subsidies from the Medicare Trust Fund that
average more than 12% in extra costs than traditional
Medicare. These overpayments shorten the solvency of the
Trust Fund by at least two years. In addition, all Medicare
beneficiaries pay an extra $2 per month to subsidize these
plans, whether or not they are enrolled in them. The amend-
ment failed 192-228. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
3043, Roll Call No. 675, July 19, 2007.

@ Retiree Programs Spending II

The House passed the funding bill for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services and Education, introduced
by Rep. Obey, D-WI. The bill included increased funding
for research on diseases such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and
cancer as well as increased funding for the Social Security
Administration. The bill passed 276-140. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3043, Roll Call No. 686, July 19, 2007.

@ sCHIP/Medicare Advantage

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Dingell, D-MI,
that would expand the State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (SCHIP) and make improvements to Medicare. The
improvements included cutting Medicare Advantage over-
payments and expanding the Medicare low income subsidy
program. The bill passed 225-204. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 3162, Roll Call No. 787, August 1, 2007.

© Limit Drug Reimportation

Rep. Kingston, R-GA, introduced an amendment to the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) funding bill that would for-
bid the bulk reimportation of prescription drugs for Inter-
net pharmacies, even though the drugs came from
FDA-approved facilities. Many Americans have resorted
to purchasing drugs from other nations, especially Canada,
in order to obtain their needed medicines. The amendment
failed 146-283. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3161,
Roll Call No. 806, August 2, 2007.

© Override SCHIP Veto

The House attempted to override President Bush’s veto of a
bill to expand the State Children’s Health Insurance Program.
The bill expanded the coverage from 6 to 10 million children
over five years. Access to health care early in life can prevent
disease and illness in old age. The House failed to override
the veto 273-156. Two-thirds of those members present and
voting are necessary to override. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 976, Roll Call No. 982, October 18, 2007.

(@ Mortgage Reform

Rep. Miller, D-NC, introduced a bill to reform the mortgage
system, including national standards to stop abusive
mortgage practices. In addition, the bill creates protections
for renters in foreclosed homes and establishes a housing
counseling office at the Department of Housing and Urban
Affairs. The House passed the bill 291-127. A YES vote
is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 3915, Roll Call No. 1118,
November 15, 2007.
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