( Alhance

fo"Retlred
Americans

Congressional Voting Record

109" Congress, 2" Session
January 2006 —December 2006

A Special Report on Legislation
Vital to American Retirees

815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor ¢+ Washington, DC 20006
(202) 637-5399 + (888) 373-6497




( Alh ance Congressional Voting Record

109" Congress, 2" Session
for R Bress,
etlred January 2006—December 2006
IIlGI‘lC dlls

This past year retirees saw Congress enact legislation that again contributed to record level spending deficits and deep-
ened the nation’s budget and fiscal crisis. Wealthier Americans, once again, benefited from these policies at the expense
of older Americans who depend on financially strong Social Security and Medicare systems in retirement. Faced
with many unnecessarily confusing problems regarding the Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit program,
Congress still did nothing to alleviate that confusion. By November, retirees made their feelings known at the polls.

The Medicare Part D program caused great confusion for many older Americans. Problems for retirees included
confusing eligibility, the inability to plainly compare premiums and coverage among drug plans, a short initial
enrollment period, the prospect of lifetime premium penalties, and coordination with existing employer-provided
retiree drug coverage. Congress had many opportunities to fix these problems through common sense legislation,
yet it allowed the Part D program to continue unchanged. Seniors lost while drug and insurance companies won.
The bewildering program continues with the doughnut hole gap in coverage and the inability of Medicare to nego-
tiate with drug companies for lower prices.

One victory Alliance members and all older Americans can claim is stopping Social Security privatization in its tracks.
The Senate voted to stop a privatization scheme during debate on the federal budget. The House did not even vote
on the issue. Two years of an expensive, intense privatization campaign by the White House and its allies in Con-
gress and on Wall Street could not overcome the intense opposition of America’s seniors to stop the dismantlement
of the nation’s most successful social program. We must remain on guard against future attempts to privatize Social
Security and remind all Americans that this program benefits all generations, not just retirees.

November 2006 saw the work of Congress judged at the election polls. The American people, and especially
retirees, who vote in great numbers, elected new majorities to both houses of Congress. Whether the new Congress
will be friendly to our issues depends in large part of the activism of Alliance members and all seniors. It is up to us
to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life in retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans. Use it to
educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create an America that pro-
tects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe and thriving communities.

L fongurr " Riden Burke ZZMJ%

George J. Kourpias Ruben Burks Edward F. Coyle
President Secretary-Treasurer Executive Director
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

@ Endorse Part D

Senator Grassley, R-IA, introduced an amendment to a tax
bill that expressed the sense of the Senate that the Medicare
Part D program was working well, that no changes were
necessary to the program, and there was no need to extend
the initial 2006 Part D enrollment period. The Alliance sup-
ported extending the enrollment deadline. The amendment
failed 42-54. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4297,
Roll Call No. 4, February 2, 2006.

e Extend Part D Enrollment |

Senator Nelson, D-FL, introduced an amendment to a tax
bill that would ease the transition to the new Medicare Part
D drug program. The amendment would extend the 2006
Part D enrollment period by six months and allow benefi-
ciaries to make a one-time change in plans when they made
a mistake. Many beneficiaries may face a lifetime penalty
on premiums after May 15, 2006. The amendment passed
52-45. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4297, Roll
Call No. 5, February 2, 2006.

e Extend Part D Enrollment 11

Senator Nelson, D-FL, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would extend the 2006 Part D enroll-
ment period by six months and allow beneficiaries to make
a one-time change in plans when they made a mistake.
Many beneficiaries may face a lifetime penalty on premi-
ums after May 15, 2006. The amendment failed 49-49. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 83, Roll Call
No. 49, March 15, 2006.

@ Negotiate Drug Prices

Senator Snowe, R-ME, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would authorize the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to negotiate with drug manu-
facturers for lower Medicare drug prices. While the Alliance
supports mandatory negotiation, this amendment was the
only opportunity to vote directly on the issue. The amend-
ment passed 54-44. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S.
Con. Res. 83, Roll Call No. 50, March 15, 2006.

© Social Security Privatization

Senator DeMint, R-SC, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would use current Social Security sur-
pluses to create private accounts. The current surpluses are
designed to pay for the benefits of the increasing number
of retiring baby boomers. The amendment would increase
the federal debt by more than $700 billion over ten years.
The amendment failed 46-53. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. S. Con. Res. 83, Roll Call No. 68, March 16, 2006.

@ Improved Part D Program

Senator Stabenow, D-MI, introduced an amendment to the
budget resolution that would create a Medicare-run pre-
scription drug program, mandate negotiations for lower drug
prices, and improve the standard drug benefit package. A
Medicare-run program would eliminate the confusion of
dozens of competing plans with different premiums and cov-
erage. The amendment failed 39-60. A YES vote is the pro-
retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 83, Roll Call No. 71, March 16, 2006.

@ Anti-Retiree Budget

The Senate passed a budget resolution for fiscal year 2007
that contained substantial cuts in Medicare and Medicaid.
The resolution also contained tax cuts skewed toward the
wealthiest Americans and added $266 billion to the federal
deficit during the next five years. The resolution passed
51-49. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 83,
Roll Call No. 74, March 16, 2006.

© skewed Tax Cuts

The Senate passed a tax bill that provides $70 billion in
tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans. The legislation extends
tax cuts and threatens the financial stability of the Social
Security and Medicare systems. Nearly 70% of American
households, especially retirees and older Americans, would
receive no benefits under the bill. The Senate passed the bill
54-44. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4297, Roll
Call No. 118, May 11, 2006.

© Estate Tax Repeal

The Senate defeated a motion to invoke cloture and pro-
ceed to a House-passed bill that would permanently extend
the repeal of the federal estate tax, which is set to expire
beginning in 2010. Repeal of the estate tax benefits only
the wealthiest Americans. The loss of revenues threatens the
financial stability of the Social Security and Medicare sys-
tems. The motion failed 57-41. Sixty votes are necessary
to invoke cloture. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 8,
Roll Call No. 164, June 8, 2006.

(@ Drug Reimportation

Senator Vitter, R-LA, introduced an amendment to the home-
land security funding bill that would prohibit federal cus-
toms and border authorities from stopping individuals from
importing prescription drugs from Canada for personal use.
Many Americans have resorted to purchasing drugs from
other nations, especially Canada, in order to obtain their
needed medicines. The amendment passed 68-32. A YES
vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5441, Roll Call No. 191,
July 11, 2006.
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

0 Tax Fairness

Rep. McDermott, D-WA, offered a motion to instruct House-
Senate conferees to the tax bill that the final bill should
include provisions eliminating tax loopholes for oil com-
panies. The result would be increased revenues as well as
more fairness in the tax code. The motion failed 190-232.
A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4297, Roll Call
No. 109, April 27, 2006.

0 Pension Fairness

Rep. George Miller, D-CA, offered a motion to instruct
House-Senate conferees to the pension bill that the final bill
should include provisions that corporate executives are sub-
ject to the same rules as employees for pension purposes.
Executives, for example, could not take lump sum payments
when such payments were not available to employees.
The motion passed 299-125. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 2830, Roll Call No. 122, May 3, 2006.

9 Skewed Tax Cuts

The House passed a tax reconciliation bill that provides
$70 billion in tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans. The
legislation extends tax cuts and threatens the financial
stability of the Social Security and Medicare systems.
Nearly 70% of American households, especially retirees
and older Americans, would receive no benefits under
the bill. The House passed the bill 244-185. A NO vote
is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4297, Roll Call No. 135,
May 10, 2006.

O Anti-Retiree Budget

The Senate passed a budget resolution for fiscal year 2007
that contained substantial cuts in Medicare and Medic-
aid as well as other programs that affect retirees and older
Americans. The resolution also contained tax cuts skewed
toward the wealthiest Americans and added $266 billion
to the federal deficit during the next five years. The House
passed the resolution 218-210. A NO vote is the pro-
retiree vote. S. Con. Res. 376, Roll Call No. 158, May
18, 2006.

e Skewed Estate Taxes

The House passed an estate tax bill that would exempt estates
up to $5 million for individuals and $10 million for cou-
ples. Larger estates would receive even more tax relief than
under current law. An additional $774 billion would be
added to the national debt. The House passed the bill 269-
156. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5638, Roll Call
No. 315, June 22, 2006.

O Medical Records Privacy

Rep. Doggett, D-TX, offered a motion to recommit a health
information technology bill to committee in order to add
provisions to protect patients’ medical records and privacy.
The increased use of electronic information systems and the
internet gives rise to the unauthorized disclosure and mis-
use of private medical records. The motion failed 198-
222. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4157, Roll Call
No. 415, July 27, 2006.

@ Pensions Protections

Rep. George Miller, D-CA, offered a motion to recommit
the pension bill to the appropriate committees in order to
add stronger provisions to protect older workers whose com-
panies converted to cash balance pensions plans, to give
relief to airline pensions, and to prevent pension plan dump-
ing. The motion failed 189-222. A YES vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 4, Roll Call No. 421, July 28, 2006.

0 Minimum Wage/Estate Taxes

Rep. George Miller, D-CA, offered a motion to recommit a
bill with estate tax and minimum wage provisions to com-
mittee in order to strip all extraneous provisions so that the
House would have an opportunity to vote directly on the
first minimum wage increase since 1996. Older Americans
often return to the work force to earn income to meet their
daily needs. The motion failed 190-220. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5970, Roll Call No. 424, July 29, 2006.

(9] Voting Rights Protections

Rep. Millender-McDonald, D-CA, offered a motion to recom-
mit the national voter identification bill to committee with
instructions that the bill contain provisions that the federal
Elections Assistance Commission must first certify that a
national voter identification system not disenfranchise eld-
erly, disabled, and minority voters. The motion failed 196-
225. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4844, Roll Call
No. 458, September 20, 2006.

@ Voting Rights Suppression

The House passed a bill that would require a national voter
identification card proving citizenship. Millions of Ameri-
cans would have to obtain a new federally issued photo
identification since nearly every state driver’s license does
not record citizenship. This system disproportionately affects
older Americans, many of whom do not drive or other-
wise need such identification. The House passed the bill
228-196. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 4844, Roll
Call No. 459, September 20, 2006.
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