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September 25, 2017 

Dear Senator, 

 

On behalf of the more than 4.3 million members of Alliance for Retired Americans, I am 

writing to urge you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy health care repeal bill.  This proposal is even 

more disastrous than other previous efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 

 

It will lead to more than 32 million Americans losing coverage.  Graham-Cassidy would 

not only repeal the Affordable Care Act without replacing it, but it would dramatically cut the 

Medicaid program.  According to Avalere, Graham-Cassidy would lead to a reduction in federal 

funding to states by $215 billion through 2026 and more than $4 trillion over a 20-year period.  

 

This legislation will temporarily provide states a drastically reduced share of current 

federal health spending by way of a block grant.  Further, the inadequate funding will be 

redistributed to states -- penalizing those that expanded Medicaid and rewarding states that did 

not – until 2026, when it will be phased-out completely.  

 

The bill will also eliminate important insurance protections for individuals with pre-

existing conditions, protections from annual and lifetime caps and higher health costs.  

Americans with pre-existing conditions will be forced to pay exorbitant premiums, file for 

medical bankruptcy or forgo care.  Estimates show that Americans 50 to 64 years old, will have 

to pay over $16,000 in premiums a year to obtain health care.    

 

Graham-Cassidy will also change the funding formula for Medicaid from an open-ended 

guaranteed benefit to one that provides a reduced fixed capitated amount.  The per-capita cap 

will be insufficient and will not keep up with medical inflation or take into account catastrophic 

events or a recession.  To meet their commitment, states will have to reduce payments to 

providers, raise taxes, shift costs to beneficiaries or, a more likely scenario, ration care.  

Currently, 3 out of 5 seniors rely on Medicaid for nursing home or home care.  Graham-Cassidy, 

reneges on Medicaid’s federal commitment jeopardizing for seniors.         

   

It is unnerving to see Members of Congress so willing to take health care away from 

ordinary Americans, while at the same time working to provide tax cuts to corporations and the 

wealthy.  We will be watching your vote on this bill.   

      

 Sincerely,  

 
 

Richard J. Fiesta 

Executive Director 

 


