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Dear Alliance Activists, 
 
This past spring and summer, the Alliance for Retired Americans joined with our friends and allies in the fight to 
stop Trade Promotion Authority, also known as Fast Track,  as a way to stop the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).  
Though we were unsuccessful in stopping Fast Track, our efforts to highlight the use of Medicare to offset the 
cost of Trade Adjustment Assistance resulted in significantly fewer cuts to Medicare when Fast Track eventually 
passed.  
 
We believe that highlighting the threat the TPP poses to retirees and Medicare is the right strategy to slow down 
and defeat the TPP altogether. With the knowledge of the strength of our message and our collective voices, we 
have created this toolkit to assist you in our ongoing fight against the TPP. 
This toolkit includes everything you will need to conduct a successful campaign against the passage of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, including a timeline and instructions for making it successful.  We have also included fliers, 
sign-up sheets and background information on the TPP and how it affects retirees to help you organize your 
members.  
 
Our communications team has included talking points, templates for press advisories and social media posts, as 
well as sample letters to the editor so you can lead a professional communications campaign in your own state. 
 
Our Government Affairs and Field Departments have created a PowerPoint presentation that will educate, 
motivate, and empower your members on the issue, and we are working with the AFL-CIO to pass resolutions at 
local governments across the nation to build a strong message opposing the TPP. 
These materials will be amended and updated as the campaign continues, to reflect emerging issues and 
opportunities. Our campaign has three phases:   
 

●   Phase 1 focuses on planning in each state, passing resolutions at the local level, preparing our activists for 
the fight ahead, and educating our members on the issue.  

 
●   Phase 2 will focus on building a TPP activist base, developing our earned media campaign, and 

advocating directly to targeted members of Congress.  
 

●   Phase 3 will focus on mobilizing our members to take action to raise the profile of the issue across the 
country. 

 
The fight against the TPP will not be easy, but by working together we can defeat this trade deal once and for all. 
We ask that your first step be working with our Field Mobilization Department to schedule planning conference 
calls with each state’s executive board and affiliate leadership. The Field Mobilization Department will contact 
you to schedule this call, but if you would like to schedule sooner please contact Michelle Campbell at 202-637-
5361 or mcampbell@retiredamericans.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Richard Fiesta 
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Executive Director 
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Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

Risks to Medicaid and Medicare 
Fact Sheet 

 
 

Leaked language of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement, which the U.S. is negotiating, shows various 
provisions that could affect drug prices for Americans, including seniors.  These provisions include language that 
would block patent reform and jeopardize the government ability to negotiate lower prices for drugs in public 
programs.  
 
Would Block Patent Reform Law 
  
The United States has been more liberal in granting patents and other forms of regulatory protections to 
pharmaceutical companies than other countries.  The U.S. Trade Representative, at the urging of pharmaceutical 
companies, has been pushing other countries to provide the same protections.  By doing so, U.S. negotiators could 
jeopardize the U.S.’ ability to change its own rules on patents.   
 
Exclusivity for biologics - In the U.S., the exclusivity period for biologics – drugs used to treat various types of 
cancer and other chronic conditions like rheumatoid arthritis and multiple sclerosis -- is 12 years.  However, many 
health advocates have been pushing to shorten the exclusivity period for biologics to 7 years.  President Obama 
agrees with this policy and has included that in his budget proposal.  Yet, U.S. negotiators have been pushing for 
lengthy patent exclusivity period.  After experiencing strong push back from other countries that have only 5 
years of exclusivity or even less, negotiators are now pushing a proposal that draws from Japanese law that would 
leave the exclusivity period intact for those countries, but adds three-years of post-marketing surveillance.   This 
produces the same result as the original U.S. proposal by preventing access to clinical data and registration of 
cheaper versions of medicines for eight years. U.S. negotiators claim this is needed to ensure drug safety.  
However, what this would essentially do is extend drug monopolies at the expense of patient access.       
 
Evergreening – The U.S. is also pushing for language in TPP that would require other countries to grant 
“evergreen” patents or patent extensions for small changes in the formula, dosage or administration of the drugs 
regardless of whether these minor alterations improve the efficacy of the drug.  In addition, U.S. negotiators are 
pushing for patent-linkage systems which would prevent regulators in TPP nations from approving generic drugs 
whenever there are any unresolved patent issues. 
 
Would Limit Cost Control Measures in Public Programs 
 
As large purchasers, the federal and state governments have various mechanisms to help lower the cost of 
prescriptions drugs for consumers and the government, including through rebates, discounts and drug formularies.  
However, both the Australia and Korea agreements include language that put the interests of drug and medical 
device companies above that of beneficiaries and taxpayers.  Under the transparency provision, global 
corporations are allowed to contest the reimbursements.  Further, the Korea agreement specifically requires that 
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reimbursements be based on “competitive market-derived prices’ or that the price “appropriately recognize the 
value of the patented pharmaceutical product or medical device.”    
 
 If TPP were to include such language numerous public programs could be subject to a challenge by a 
pharmaceutical company or foreign subsidiary.  These programs include the drug discounts under the Affordable 
Care Act, the Medicaid Drug Rebate program -- which are set by federal statute and range from 13% to 23% of 
the manufacturer’s average price – and the 340B program -- which makes discounted drugs available to safety net 
providers, including community health centers and public hospitals, Ryan White clinic and others.  The agreement 
could also jeopardize future Medicare drug rebates.  This proposal, which we support, is currently pending in 
Congress and would save the Medicare program $121 billion.   
 
 
Corporate Rights Supersede U.S. Laws and Courts 
 
Corporations and U.S. negotiators are trying to include investor-state dispute settlements (ISDS) in TPP.  ISDS 
provides a mechanism for global corporations to sue countries over trade violations.  Under ISDS, cases would be 
adjudicated by an international tribunal.  The arbitrators in theses tribunals do not have to comply with U.S. laws 
or take into consideration its impact on U.S. citizens, yet their decisions are binding.  While U.S. negotiators 
make the case that corporations need this chapter in order to protect their investments, corporations already have 
other options available in case of financial loss.  This includes buying insurance or seeking a settlement through 
state-state dispute settlement. This chapter, however, gives them a whole new avenue to seek compensation, 
which often is at the expense of the public good. Using this mechanism, pharmaceutical companies can skirt U.S. 
laws and make even greater profits. 
 
ISDS claims are growing in numbers. In 2012 alone, 58 cases were filed.  Eli Lilly is the first drug company to 
file an ISDS claim.  The company is challenging a court decision in Canada that rejected the company’s attempt 
to extend patents for Strattera and Zyprexa.  Eli Lilly is seeking $500 million in compensation from the Canada.   
  
     

  
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

Risks to Medicaid and Medicare 
Fact Sheet 
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TPP Talking Points– September 2015 
 
Fewer jobs, lower wages 
 

•   Voting for the TPP means fewer jobs and lower wages for American workers.  This is because it 
fails to address currency manipulation; has incredibly weak rules of origin on autos and auto 
parts; and fails to level the playing field in terms of state-owned enterprises and labor and 
environmental standards.   

 
•   All the rhetoric being used to pitch the TPP has been heard before. NAFTA and CAFTA were 

supposed to end undocumented immigration. The Colombia Free Trade Agreement was 
supposed to solve the long-standing issues of violent repression of labor unionists.  And the 
Korea FTA was going to create 70,000 jobs.  Not one of these promises has been fulfilled.    

 
•   The evidence from 20 years of the corporate trade agenda is in.  Leading economists including 

Jared Bernstein, Joseph Stiglitz and Robert Reich agree that the TPP—as currently drafted—
won’t work for working families.  

 
Higher Prescription Drug Prices  

 
•   The Alliance for Retired Americans, Doctors Without Borders, AARP and Oxfam America 

agree: TPP contains extreme patent protections for name-brand pharmaceuticals that threaten to 
restrict access to cheaper lifesaving medicines in all TPP countries, including in the United 
States. 
 

•   Pharmaceutical interests are pushing for a lengthy patent exclusivity period for certain types of 
drugs in to the TPP agreement – including biologics, special drugs used to treat cancer and 
arthritis. This will make it more difficult for other companies to manufacture the cheaper generic 
versions of drugs – leading to higher costs for everyone.  
 

•   TPP could also jeopardize the government’s ability to list and price prescription drugs in public 
programs, like Medicaid, which millions of seniors and disabled people rely on.  More 
specifically, foreign corporations or subsidiaries will be able to challenge public programs if 
drug pricing in these programs affects their profits. Based on some of the leaked language we’ve 
seen, there are provisions in this deal that require reimbursements for drugs and devices to be 
“nondiscriminatory” and based on “competitive market-derived prices.” This means that 
programs such as the Medicaid Preferred Drug List and the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program, 
which offer drugs at below “market driven prices” and discriminate by brand, could find 
themselves subject to court challenges.   
 

•   Furthermore, the Medicare drug discounts negotiated under the Affordable Care Act and the 
Veterans Administration system could be in jeopardy.  The ACA, which closed the infamous 
Medicare Part D “donut hole” when it was passed in 2010, made sure that drug discounts are 
established by statute.  This could be challenged if pharmaceutical companies determine that 
these discounts put the drugs at below “fair market” prices. The same goes for the Veteran’s 
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Administration which tries to get the best priced drugs to take care of those who sacrificed their 
health in service of this country.  
 

•   The 340B Program, which makes discounted prescription drugs available to places such as 
community health centers, public hospitals, rural critical access hospitals, Ryan White clinics 
and others that provide medicines to low income patients could also be in trouble, as  they 
receive drug discounts that could be challenged as “discriminatory” by drug makers.  
 

•   Americans pay the highest prescription drug prices in the industrialized world, and last year drug 
prices went up by 13 percent. That’s more than eight times the rate of inflation in a single year!    
We think Congress should be working on ways to reduce drug costs, rather than making this 
problem worse. This is not the time to support an agreement that could further increase drug 
costs to consumers and the government while lining the pockets of the pharmaceutical industry.   
 

•   The members of the Alliance for Retired Americans will be paying close attention to what our 
leaders do and so should anyone else who needs Medicare or prescription drugs. We know that 
free trade deals, especially when they’ve been negotiated in secret, often end up being a bad deal 
for older Americans and working people. We’ve seen it before. From NAFTA to CAFTA, to the 
most recent agreements with South Korea and Colombia. Why should TPP be any different? 
Please oppose the TPP. The well-being of America’s senior citizens may depend on it. 
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TPP Campaign Overview 
 
Phase 1 - Planning, Resolutions, Preparation, and Education 

 
Planning 
 

Field Mobilization Department finalizes plan details by October 1st. 
 

National ARA Roll Out Call - Call with ARA Leaders from Around the Country 
 
State Calls - Individual calls with State Leaders and the National Alliance to walk 
through the TPP Campaign 
 

Resolutions 
 

Resolution Rollout and AFL-CIO - Develop state level target list for Resolutions being 
passed with emphasis on states with TPP targets. Develop ARA TPP resolution tracking 
and coordination with AFL-CIO program. 

 
Preparation 

 
State Level Planning -Develop state plans with State Alliances after state calls.  Set state 
level timelines and goals based on national suggestions.  
 
Recruitment - Fill roles for program working with State Alliances to find leadership in 
each state for specific tasks. 
 
Training - Deploy training material and conduct trainings in states for program 
deployment. 

 
Education 
 

Affiliate Visits - Schedule State Alliance Affiliate visits for October and November for 
PowerPoint presentations.  

 
PowerPoint Presentations - Conduct PowerPoint presentations to Affiliate organizations 
and interested organizations and groups which will have required sign-in by participants 
and distribution of a lead generation sheet for collecting activist prospect information.  
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Online Education - Develop ARA or Mini-Website for our campaign with online 
versions of the materials included in our toolkit. 

 
Petition - Used to build our activist list and persuade elected officials. 

 
Phase 2 - Capacity Build, Earned Media Preparation, and Direct Advocacy 

 
Capacity Build 

 
Lead Generation - Recruitment calls and meetings with people and organizations 
developed from lead generation sheets. Goal is to arrange one on one meetings with 
individuals and presentations at meetings of other types of organizations. 
 
Expand Affiliate Outreach - Work with State Alliances, State Federations, the AFL-CIO, 
the Trade Coalition, and International Unions to conduct outreach to their affiliates that 
we are not yet in touch with.  

 
Train the Trainer - Training program for giving presentations and collecting participant 
information. Focus on the presentation and accurate data collection, with the goal to 
expand the amount of presentations by increasing amount of activists trained to do so.  
 
House Parties - Develop program for conducting house parties with expanded activist 
base/list.  Focus on using PowerPoints in small settings to build activist base for later 
mobilization. 
 
 

Earned Media Preparation  
 
Story Collection - Begin collection of stories related to issues with the TPP. Story 
collection conducted online, at meetings, and at presentations. 

 
Letters to the Editor Collection - Collect LTE submitters across the country with focus on 
TPP target districts.  
 
Op-Ed Collection - Collect LTE submitters across the country with focus on TPP target 
districts.  
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Direct Advocacy 
 
In District Visits - Organize activists, presentation participants, affiliate organizations, 
and Alliance leadership for in district office visits to TPP targets. 
 
DC and District Office Calls - Organize calls into DC and District offices of TPP targets. 
 
District Media events - Organize media events in TPP target districts. Content of events 
yet to be decided, but potentially educational events and forums. 

 
Phase 3 - Mobilization 

 
Mobilization  

 
Phone Banks - Organize phone banks in targeted states to educate, motivate, mobilize, 
and recruit activists in TPP target districts. Work with Trade Coalition, State Federations, 
AFL-CIO, and International Unions to build patch through call phone banks.  
 
Canvassing - Work to identify ARA activists who can take part in AFL-CIO canvassing 
in TPP target districts. Focus is on integrating our activists into AFL-CIO programs as 
ARA activists are not likely to be canvassers due to mobility issues.  
 
Press Conferences - Hold press conferences in TPP target districts to raise profile of the 
TPP as a threat to retirees.  
 
Rallies - Organize rallies in TPP target districts to raise profile of the TPP as a threat to 
retirees. 
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TPP Campaign Timeline 
    
Rollout 
 
October 1st – National Roll Out Call with Liz Schuler 
October 1st – October 5th – State Roll Out Calls with the National and respective State Alliances 
  
Preparation and Education 
 
October 1st – October 31st – Introduction of Resolution to State and Local Elected Bodies 
October 5th – November 30th – PowerPoint Presentations 
October 5th – October 31st – State List Building 
October 15th – October 31st – Host First State Campaign Presentation 
October 5th – October 31st – Train PowerPoint Presenters 
October 5th – November 30th – Affiliate Visits 
  
Expansion 
 
November 1st – November 30th – Expand Affiliate Outreach 
November 1st – November 30th – Schedule and Host House Parties 
November 1st – November 30th – Collect Petition Signers 
  
Direct Advocacy 
 
November 9th-13th; 23rd-27th – In district office visits to targeted members 
November 9th-13th; 23rd-27th – In district earned media events and press conferences 
  
Mobilization 
 
November 30th – Ongoing – Phone Banks 
November 30th – Ongoing – Canvassing 
November 30th – Ongoing – Rallies 
  
TPP Campaign Round 3 
 
January 1st – Ongoing – TPP Campaign Round 3 begins 
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TPP Resolution Instructions 
  

A.   Introduction 
 

The Alliance for Retired Americans is working in partnership with the AFL-CIO across the country to pass 
resolutions opposing the Trans-Pacific Partnership.  State Alliances are a key part of this campaign, and we are 
including an initial set of instructions to help you succeed in this endeavor.  In 4 easy steps you can successfully 
pass Resolutions across your state!  
 

B.   Step 1: Attend the AFL-CIO Webinar on the Trans-Pacific Partnership on Monday October 
5th at 7 PM ET 

 
Join AFL-CIO Executive Vice President Tefere Gebre, members of the State Federation and Central Labor 
Council Advisory Committee, state and local labor councils, national union affiliates and allies as we update you 
on where we are in this important battle and discuss strategies to raise our voices and insist that trade deals benefit 
working people and communities, not global corporations. We will hear from the Washington State Labor 
Council and others who have successfully worked with local elected leaders to highlight major shortcomings of 
the TPP and persuade members of Congress who will eventually vote on the agreement. 

 
a.   To join the webinar: 

 
i.   15 minutes prior to the meeting start time (allow time for software download if 

needed) go to (or click on this link): www.connectmeeting.att.com. 
ii.   Enter the following as the meeting number: 8888449904. 

iii.   Enter the following as the access code: 6373923. 
iv.   Enter your email address, first name, last name and click submit. 
v.   Select participant. 

vi.   Given the option of Windows or Web based applications, choose Windows based and 
click on continue. 

vii.   Click on join. 
viii.   Once you enter the room a window will pop up asking you to choose your audio 

device. Please select the Call Me feature. Enter your phone number. Click okay. The 
system will dial your phone number immediately. 

 
b.   To join only by phone: 

 
i.   Dial-in: 888-844-9904 

ii.   Access Code: 6373923 
 

c.   For more information contact Scott Reynolds, National Campaign Coordinator 
sreynold@aflcio.org. 

 
C.   Step 2: State Alliance Planning Conference Call with the Field Mobilization Department 
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a.   The first step to successfully passing resolutions across your state is scheduling a planning 
meeting with the Alliance Field Mobilization Department.  
 

b.   We are asking all State Alliances to work with the Field Mobilization Department to schedule 
a call that includes the following: 

 
i.   State Alliance Executive Board 

ii.   State Alliance Affiliate Leadership 
iii.   State Alliance Key Activists 

 
c.   On this call the Alliance Field Mobilization Department will go over the following key parts 

for developing your state’s Resolution plan: 
 

i.   Explanation of the Resolution  
ii.   State TPP Congressional Targets 

iii.   State Alliance Affiliates  
iv.   Targets of Opportunity for Passing Resolutions 

 
d.   The goal of these discussions will be to develop a statewide resolution target list to focus our 

efforts on.   
 

e.   The final step of this call will be to designate a Resolution Point Person in each state that will 
serve as the primary Point of Contact for the Alliance Field Mobilization Department for any 
resolution activity.  

 
D.   Step 3: Resolution Passage Preparation  

 
a.   Following your State Conference Call the Field Mobilization Department will draft a plan for 

passing resolutions in your state.  
 

b.   This plan will include: 
 

i.   Resolution Target List 
ii.   Timeline  

iii.   Goals  
 

c.   The Field Mobilization Department will ask the state Alliance Resolution Point Person to fill 
out our TPP Resolution Passage form. 
 

i.   This form collects information on the elected official targeted to pass the resolution 
and an on the ground Point of Contact for each resolution. 
 

ii.   Details collected include: 
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1.   Name of Target and Point of Contact 
2.   Contact Info of Target and Point of Contact 
3.   Title of Target and Point of Contact  
4.   Organization or Elected Body of Target and Point of Contact 

 
iii.   A link to this form is located at  http://goo.gl/forms/Qh7dZS6Hsh 

 
 

d.   The Field Mobilization Department will schedule outreach to each resolution target and work 
with the State Alliance to track progress to passage with the Resolution Point Person and each 
Point of Contact. 
 

e.   Resolution Points of Contact and Resolution Point Persons will be asked to gather the 
following key elements for passing any resolution: 

 
i.   Meeting Dates 

ii.   Process for Passing the Resolution 
iii.   List of Members of Elected Bodies 
iv.   Co-Signers or Authors List 

 
f.   The Field Mobilization Department will work with your State Alliance to include this key 

information in your state plan and monitor progress as we go forward. 
 

E.   Step 4: Pass Resolutions 
 

a.   Passing any type of resolution before an elected body is bound to run into hurdles, but we can 
organize Alliance members around key dates to ensure resolutions are passed. 
 

b.   Having members attend hearings, meetings, and other key dates is the best way to ensure our 
voice is heard when passing a resolution to stop the TPP. 

 
c.   State Alliances and Resolution Point Persons will be asked to collect key dates for passing 

each resolution.  
 

i.   Examples of key dates: 
 

1.   Resolution Submission 
2.   Committee Hearings 
3.   Votes on the Resolution 

 
d.   The Field Mobilization Department will work with State Alliances to coordinate turnout for 

key dates to pass resolutions in your state. 
 

F.   Step 5: Success! 
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[State/County/Municipal] Resolution 

Opposing Extension of Disastrous Trade 

Policies 

[Date] 

    
    

WHEREAS: 
U.S. trade deals for the past 25 years have been corporate-driven, incorporating rules that skew benefits to 
economic elites while requiring working families to bear the brunt of such policies; 
  
WHEREAS: 
The growing trade deficits, driven by the North American Free Trade Agreement, China’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization, and the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, have displaced 700,000 jobs and 3.2 million 
jobs, and 75,000 jobs respectively; 
  
WHEREAS: 
U.S. employment in manufacturing dropped by 5 million from 2000 to 2015; 
  
[Optional] WHEREAS: 
The [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL] unemployment rate is ____%; 
  
[Optional] WHEREAS: 
The [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL] poverty rate is ____%, which requires the expenditure of limited public 
funds to assist families in crisis; 
  
WHEREAS: 
Jobs lost due to trade devastate families and entire communities and can permanently reduce lifetime earnings for 
hundreds of thousands of workers; 
  
WHEREAS: 
The long decline of the American manufacturing base—exacerbated by bad trade policies that reward 
outsourcing—has undermined our economic security and poses a direct threat to our national security; 
  
WHEREAS: 
The offshoring of manufacturing and service jobs deprives local and state governments of sorely needed revenues, 
jeopardizing the livelihoods of millions of public servants as well as construction workers whose jobs depend 
upon infrastructure building, repair and maintenance; 
  
WHEREAS: 
Under NAFTA-style trade rules, the U.S. annual trade deficit has increased dramatically from 70 billion in 1993, 
the year before NAFTA went into effect, to more than $508 billion in 2014; 



 
   
           815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 637-5399 • www.retiredamericans.org 
17  

  
WHEREAS: 
The disproportionate voice of powerful global corporations in the formation of U.S. “free trade” agreements has 
advanced an agenda that undermines the public interest and threatens democracy; 
  
WHEREAS: 
NAFTA and all but two of the U.S. trade deals that followed it include special legal rights for foreign investors, 
known as “investor-to-state dispute settlement” or ISDS, that allow foreign firms to bypass state and federal 
courts to challenge state and local laws, regulations, and administrative and judicial decisions in international 
tribunals; 
  
WHEREAS: 
The TPP is likely to include provisions locking in monopoly protections for expensive specialty drugs called 
biologics and constrict the government’s ability to limit spending on drugs, potentially increasing drug costs for 
the government and all Americans; 
  
WHEREAS: 
Foreign investors already have used NAFTA’s ISDS provisions to challenge decisions regarding local building 
permits, environmental regulations, state bans on toxic chemicals and decisions of state courts; 
  
WHEREAS: 
Climate change and environmental degradation threaten communities across the globe, and ISDS provisions in 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) may expose nations enacting policies to fight climate change to ISDS cases 
that undermine these efforts; 
 
WHEREAS: 
Promoting economic growth with equity in [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL] requires an approach that reforms 
the entire trade negotiation process to ensure that voices of workers, farmers, small businesses, families and 
communities are heard and their interests addressed; 
  
WHEREAS: 
The  TPP has been negotiated in secret, effectively shutting state and local governments out of the process, 
limiting our ability to influence its rules to ensure the people of [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPALITY] can 
participate in the benefits of trade; 
  
WHEREAS: 
Given the enactment of fast track trade negotiating authority, states, localities and their citizens will have no 
opportunity to correct shortcomings in the TPP since its text will not be made public until it is final and no longer 
can be improved; and 
 
WHEREAS: 
Repeating old mistakes in negotiating new trade agreements such as the TPP represents a missed opportunity to 
strengthen our economy, reduce income inequality and promote sustainable growth; 
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
The [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPALITY] of __________ calls upon our elected officials in the U.S. Senate and 
U.S. House of Representatives to oppose the TPP and any similar trade deals if they fail to restructure the 
misguided and failed policies of the past;  
  
AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: 
The [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPALITY] of __________ calls upon our elected officials in the U.S. Senate and 
U.S. House of Representatives to support new trade deals such as the TPP only if they will: 

 
-   Protect and promote traditional state and local prerogatives and authority under our federal system, 

including by ensuring that states and localities will not be required to comply with certain commitments, 
including any restrictions on preferences for local, state, or U.S. goods or services, without prior 
informed consent of the legislature or local law making body; 

-   Ensure balanced trade and address the excessive, job-killing U.S. trade deficit; 
-   Include enforceable rules against currency manipulation, which countries such as China and Japan have 

used to tilt the playing field in their favor; 
-   Exclude investor-to-state dispute settlement (ISDS) and other provisions that favor foreign companies 

over domestic ones and undermine public choices; 
-   Ensure that countries cannot undercut U.S. based producers with weaker labor and environmental laws 

and enforcement; 
-   Ensure that the U.S. will engage in robust enforcement of trade rules, including labor and environmental 

rules; 
-   Include strong rule of origin to promote economic growth and job creation in the U.S.; 
-   Promote high standards of protection for workplaces, products, and natural resources rather than 

promoting a race to the bottom; and 
-   Put the interests of people and the planet over the interests of private profit. 

    
     



 
   
           815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 637-5399 • www.retiredamericans.org 
19  

TPP Letters to the Editor Templates 
    

TPP: A Bad Deal for America’s Seniors 
 
Right now, representatives from 12 countries are meeting in Atlanta to conclude negotiations on the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). This sweeping trade deal will have widespread implications for all 
Americans but could be particularly devastating for retirees. 
 
Leaked language from the ongoing negotiations indicates that the TPP is likely to extend patent 
exclusivity for cancer-treating biologics – effectively increasing the amount of time before less expensive 
generic versions of these drugs can be made. TPP could also make it easier for companies to extend 
their drug patents by simply making small changes to the drug’s formula rather than improving their 
effectiveness, delaying generic brand introduction even further. 
Corporations could even be empowered to use the Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) process to 
challenge Medicare drug subsidies in international court if the industry can prove its profits are being 
hurt.   
 
By keeping drug prices high, TPP has the potential to undermine access to affordable healthcare for 
millions of Americans who need it most. I urge [Senator/Rep XX] to stand with America’s seniors and 
oppose TPP. 

    
TPP Will Raise Drug Prices for Seniors 
 
Negotiations on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) were just completed. This trade agreement, which 
would encompass 40% of the global economy, has been negotiated in secret for several years now. The 
details we do know about have come from leaks – and it doesn’t look good. 
Pharmaceutical interests are pushing for a lengthy period of patent exclusivity for certain types of drugs 
into the TPP agreement, far beyond what they have today. This will keep drug prices high by making it 
more difficult for other companies to manufacture the cheaper generic versions of drugs.  
 
Furthermore, TPP will jeopardize the government’s ability to list and price prescription drugs in public 
programs, like Medicaid, which millions of seniors and disabled people rely on. 
The members of the Alliance for Retired Americans will be paying close attention to what our 
Representatives do and so should anyone else who needs Medicare or prescription drugs. 
So-called free trade deals have been a bad deal for working people, from NAFTA to CAFTA, to the most 
recent agreements with South Korea and Colombia. Rep. [NAME] must stand up to the powerful 
corporations and CEOs pressing for the TPP and put the health and well-being of older Americans first. 
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TPP Will Lead to Higher Drug Prices for Seniors 
 
As Congress prepares to vote on the TPP, it’s important to consider how the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
affects drug prices for America’s seniors and potentially harm public health programs like Medicare 
and Medicaid. 
 
The early, leaked version of the TPP agreement – the negotiations have been conducted in secret and 
even members of Congress have been prevented from seeing all of the provisions -- contains extreme 
patent protections for name-brand pharmaceuticals that threaten to restrict access to cheaper lifesaving 
medicines in all TPP countries, including in the United States. 
The agreement will also jeopardize the government’s ability to list and price prescription drugs in 
public programs, like Medicaid, by allowing drug companies to challenge public programs in a secret, 
international court if they believe drug pricing in these programs affects their profits. 
Important cost-saving drug discount provisions of the Affordable Care Act and the Veterans 
Administration system are also in jeopardy. Under the TPP, if pharmaceutical companies determine that 
these discounts put the drugs at below “fair market” prices they can challenge them, increasing costs to 
taxpayers and consumers. 
 
Americans pay the highest prescription drug prices in the industrialized world, and last year drug prices 
went up by 13 percent. Congress should be working on ways to reduce drug costs, not making the 
problem worse. I urge [Senator/Rep XX] to stand with America’s seniors and oppose TPP. 
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TPP Digital Toolkit 
    

Social Media  
The AFL-CIO digital team has created graphics specific to the TPP that you can use on your State 
Alliance or personal Facebook and other social platforms. 
  
You can access it here: http://go.aflcio.org/trade-toolkit 
  
Below are some suggested tweets and Facebook post language to use to promote your resolution push. 
Note that you will need to insert some things in the sample tweets and posts to make it specific to your 
resolution campaign. 
  
If you have any questions or need support on any social media work, contact Lisa Cutler 
(lcutler@retiredamericans.org) or Craig Johnson (crjohnson@retiredamericans.org) 

  
Sample Facebook Posts  
You may want to download one of the graphics from the toolkit to coincide with these posts: 
http://go.aflcio.org/trade-toolkit 
  
NOTE: Please make sure to insert information specific to the legislator you’re asking to push the 
resolution and, if you decide to create one, a link to your petition or event in the Facebook post text. To 
tag your legislator on Facebook, do a Google search that includes the person’s name, state and the word 
“Facebook.” For example if we’re looking for Rep. Marcy Kaptur, we would search “Marcy Kaptur 
Ohio Facebook,” and the first link should be the legislator’s official Facebook page. Look for a blue 
check mark in case you see more than one page or check the info tab to make sure it’s the official page. 
To tag another page, type in the @ symbol and the name of the legislative body/legislator. There is no 
space after the @ symbol. 

   
1. Tell lawmakers in [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL BODY] to stand with working people and pass a 
resolution demanding Congress oppose more bad trade deals. [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT 
INFORMATION] 
  
2. [NAME OF STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL BODY] doesn’t need more job killing trade deals like 
TPP. Tell your lawmakers to stand up against it! [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT INFORMATION] 
  
3. Bad trade deals mean millions of lost jobs, lowered wages, and too much power to corporations. Your 
legislators can help stop it by passing a resolution demanding Congress stand with working families.  
[LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT INFORMATION] 
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4. Congress will soon be voting on the anti-senior #TTP trade package (Trans-Pacific Partnership). Call 
your House Member [insert link to their Facebook page] and tell them to stand with America’s retirees 
and vote against the higher prescription prices that the TPP will bring.  
  
5. The Trans-Pacific Partnership (#TPP) is a bad deal for seniors. It will raise prices for prescription 
drugs for all Americans, especially seniors who need medicines the most. Share this post with your 
friends and encourage them to call their Representatives and let them know that #TPP is unacceptable. 
  
6. The Trans-Pacific Partnership (#TPP) will allow multinational corporations to limit the government’s 
ability to negotiate fair prices for certain prescription drugs – increasing drug prices for everyone. Tell 
[elected official] to stand with retirees and oppose the TPP [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT 
INFORMATION]  

  
Sample Tweets 
We’d recommend using one of the graphics from the toolkit paired with these tweets since tweets with 
graphics typically perform better. 
  
To find your legislators Twitter handles, you’ll want to do a Google search that includes their name, the 
city and/or state they are a legislator in and the word Twitter. For example, if you were looking for John 
Boehner, you would type into your search engine “John Boehner Ohio Twitter.” If they have a Twitter 
account, it should be the top result. Click on that link and copy the handle (starts with an @ sign) and 
paste the handle into the sample tweet. 
  
1. Tell [INSERT LEGISLATOR(S) TWITTER HANDLE HERE] to oppose more bad trade deals! 
[LINK TO PETITION OR INCLUDE NUMBER FOR LEGISLATOR(S) HERE] #TPP 
  
2. Bad trade deals like #TPP would kills jobs and lower wages. [INSERT LEGISLATOR(S) TWITTER 
HANDLE HERE] need to speak out against it! [LINK TO PETITION OR INCLUDE NUMBER FOR 
LEGISLATOR(S) HERE] 
  
3. The poverty rate in [INSERT STATE] is [INSERT %]. We must stop job-killing trade bills. Contact 
your legislator [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT PAGE HERE] #TPP 
  
4. Good trade puts people over profit. Tell [INSERT LEGISLATOR TWITTER HANDLE] to say no to 
bad trade deals that hurt working families. [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT PAGE HERE] #TPP 
  
5. Over 4 million jobs have been lost because of bad trade deals like #TPP. Tell [INSERT 
LEGISLATOR TWITTER HANDLE] to oppose it! [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT PAGE HERE] 
  



 
   
           815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 637-5399 • www.retiredamericans.org 
23  

6. Tell lawmakers in [STATE/COUNTY/MUNICIPAL BODY] to stand with working people and 
demand Congress oppose more bad trade deals. [LINK TO PETITION OR EVENT PAGE HERE] 

  
Other Social Media Resources  
Feel free to use these videos paired with any of the sample Facebook and Twitter posts above. 
  
AFL-CIO TPP explainer video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq3ujEx9r5I 
  
Awesome video of a Baltimore steelworker who lost his job because of bad trade deals: 
https://youtu.be/yKXjuCeRWqk 
  
Great video from GetUp! Australia: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5StztvYw5SA 
  
Robert Reich TPP explainer video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3O_Sbbeqfdw 
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TPP Resolution Press Advisory TEMPLATE  
  
MEDIA ADVISORY 
[Date, 2015] 
  
Contact: [First name, Last name], [State] Alliance for Retired Americans [email address], [phone] 
David Blank (dblank@retiredamericans.org), 202-637-5275 
 

Seniors Call on [CITY NAME] [COUNCIL] to Pass Resolution Against 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Trade Deal 

  
Analysts Say TPP Will Increase Prescription Drug Prices 

  
Retirees and concerned citizens will petition the members of the [CITY NAME] [CITY COUNCIL] to 
pass a resolution urging Congress to vote against the massive Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade 
agreement on [DATE]. 
  
“The TPP will be bad for jobs and bad for consumers who rely on prescription drugs,” said [Firstname 
Lastname], President of the [STATE] Alliance for Retired Americans. “Americans pay the highest 
prescription drug prices in the industrialized world, and last year drug prices went up by 13 percent, 
more than eight times the rate of inflation. We are calling on all Americans to tell Congress to oppose 
this agreement that will increase drug costs and line the pockets of the pharmaceutical industry.” 
  
WHAT:  News conference to urge [CITY] [CITY COUNCIL] to pass resolution against the TPP 
  
WHO:  [STATE] retirees and allies 
 
WHEN:  [XX:00 PM - Day, Date] 
  
WHERE:  [Location, Address City, State ZIP] 
 

### 
 

The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national organization that advocates for the rights and well-being 
of 4.3 million retirees and their families. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees 
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TPP Rally Press Advisory TEMPLATE  
  
MEDIA ADVISORY 
[Date, 2015] 
  
Contact: [First name, Last name], [State] Alliance for Retired Americans [email address], phone 
David Blank (dblank@retiredamericans.org), 202-637-5275 
                      

  
Seniors Rally Against the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Trade Deal 

 Analysts Say TPP Will Increase Prescription Drug Prices 
  
Retirees and concerned citizens will join a demonstration outside the offices of Rep. [First name Last 
name] to urge him to vote against the massive Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement on 
[DATE]. 
  
“The TPP will be bad for jobs and bad for consumers who rely on prescription drugs,” said [First name 
Last name], President of the [STATE] Alliance for Retired Americans. “Americans pay the highest 
prescription drug prices in the industrialized world, and last year drug prices went up by 13 percent, 
more than eight times the rate of inflation. We are calling Representative [Last name] to oppose this 
agreement that will increase drug costs and line the pockets of the pharmaceutical industry.” 
 
  
WHAT:                   Rally Against the TPP Trade Deal 
  
WHO:                      [STATE] retirees and allies 
 
WHEN:                   [XX:XX PM - Day, Date] 
  
WHERE:             [Location Address City, State ZIP] 
  

### 
 

The Alliance for Retired Americans is a national organization that advocates for the rights and well-being 
of 4.3 million retirees and their families. www.retiredamericans.org @activeretirees 

  
  

     



 
   
           815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 637-5399 • www.retiredamericans.org 
26  

                                                                                                                                                         

Join the [State] Alliance for Retired Americans 
 

Learn about the Campaign to STOP the TPP! 
   

The [State] Alliance for Retired Americans is hosting a teach-in for activists to learn 
about the campaign to STOP the Trans-Pacific Partnership.  
 
Join activists as we rollout our Alliance plan to raise awareness about the TPP through 
legislative resolutions, petitions, letters to editors and direct action. 
  
-   The Trans-Pacific Partnership will raise the cost of life saving medications! 

 
-   It will cost the federal government billions of dollars in higher Medicare and 

Medicaid drug costs!    
 
-   Corporations will potentially be allowed to sue in order to prevent Social Security 

checks and other earned benefits! 
  
We need Alliance activists to raise awareness in their communities and among members 
of their member organizations across the country, and want you to be a leader in the 
Alliance TPP Campaign! 
  

 [Month, Date, Year] 

[Time] 

[Location Name] 

[Location Address] 

 
 RSVP [Contact name, phone and email] 



Please email this to Michelle Campbell at mcampbell@retiredamericans.org or fax to (202) 637-5398 
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I Pledge to Help STOP the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership 

  
Working  people  and  retirees  are  struggling  to  make  ends  meet.  

Americans  can’t  afford  another  trade  deal  that  not  only  ships  work  overseas,  but  raises  the  
cost  of  prescription  drugs  for  retirees  and  seniors.  Now  is  the  time  to  join  together  and  say  that  
we  won’t  accept  any  more  trade  deals  that  help  corporate  CEOs  at  the  expense  of  working  
people  and  retirees.  I  pledge  to  help  stop  the  Trans-Pacific  Partnership!          

Name Signature 
 
Address City State ZIP 
 
E-Mail * Cell Phone *  Home Phone 
 

  

Name Signature 
 
Address City State ZIP 
 
E-Mail * Cell Phone *  Home Phone 
 

  

Name Signature 
 
Address City State ZIP 
 
E-Mail * Cell Phone *  Home Phone 
 

  

Name Signature 
 
Address City State ZIP 
 
E-Mail * Cell Phone *  Home Phone 
 

  

Name Signature 
 
Address City State ZIP 
 
E-Mail * Cell Phone *  Home Phone 
 
*  By  providing  your  cell  phone  number  you  agree  to  receive  automated  calls  and  text  messages  from  the  Alliance  for  Retired  
Americans.  By  providing  your  email  you  agree  to  receive  occasional  news  and  action  alerts  on  retirement  security  issues.



 
 
  

Please email this to Michelle Campbell at mcampbell@retiredamericans.org or fax to (202) 637-5398 
   
           815 16th Street, NW, 4th Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 637-5399 • www.retiredamericans.org 
28  
  



 
 
  

Please email this to Michelle Campbell at mcampbell@retiredamericans.org or fax to (202) 637-5398 
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Have a Friend Who Will Be Hurt By The TPP?   

Name   Phone	    

Relation	  to	  you   Email	    

How	  TPP	  will	  negatively	  affect	  them?	    

Name   Phone	    

Relation	  to	  you   Email	    

How	  TPP	  will	  negatively	  affect	  them?	    

Name   Phone	    

Relation	  to	  you   Email	    

How	  TPP	  will	  negatively	  affect	  them?	    

Name   Phone	    

Relation	  to	  you   Email	    

How	  TPP	  will	  negatively	  affect	  them?	    


