
May 13, 2015 

 

 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

As concerned aging advocacy organizations, we are writing in opposition to S. 995.  This 

legislation would authorize the “fast tracking” of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade 

agreement.   

 

TPP is a massive trade agreement impacting many policy areas, including drug pricing, which 

could increase costs on seniors.  Leaked language in TPP shows that pharmaceutical interests are 

advocating for a 12-year period of patent exclusivity for biologics.  This proposal is contrary to 

the Administration’s budget proposal, which contains 7 years of exclusivity.  The agreement may 

also jeopardize the government’s ability to list and price prescription drugs in public programs.  

More specifically, foreign corporations or subsidiaries will be able to challenge a number of 

public programs, including Medicaid, the 340(B) program, the Medicare drug discounts 

negotiated under the ACA and the VA system, if drug pricing in these programs affect their 

profits. 

 

The United States already pays the highest drug prices of any industrialized nation, and last year, 

drug prices went up 13 percent.  In addition, several new blockbuster drugs are putting pressure 

on Medicaid, Medicare and on the VA system, including drugs for hepatitis C, which can cost 

from $84,000 - $95,000 for a 12-week course of treatment.  Congress should be working on 

ways to reduce drug costs rather than ramming through an agreement that could further increase 

costs to consumers and the government. 

 

Furthermore, we are extremely concerned that Medicare is being targeted as a pay for to fund 

Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA).  Pending legislation would extend the Medicare sequester 

in 2024 requiring Medicare to pay $700 million for TAA.  While TAA, which provides displaced 

workers with job training and assistance, is vitally important, we do not support extending the 

Medicare sequester to pay for it.  Medicare should not be used as a piggy bank every time the 

government needs funding for other purposes.  

 

We urge you to oppose S. 995 when it comes to the floor of the Senate.  Senior groups will be 

watching how you vote on this proposal.    

 

Sincerely, 
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